
due to COVID-19. While we could not 
hold a banquet this spring, the OPCF Board 
of Trustees has been working diligently to 
plan for a banquet at the earliest and safest 
time. While the event is taking place this 
month, the scholarship winners and hono-
rees being recognized at the banquet are 
from the 2020-21 school year. 
 The professional honorees: 
• Hugh Reilly, retired director of the 
School of Communication at the University 
of Nebraska at Omaha.
• Tom O’Connor, retired senior associate 
director of communications for the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Medical Center.
 Things can change rapidly and drastically 
during this pandemic, so we will be moni-

the Omaha Police 
Department. 
Cavanaugh has 
been a member of 
the Metropolitan 
Utilities District 
board of directors 
since 1999.  He 
will be joined by:
• Thomas War-
ren, chief of staff 
for Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert and the 
160th “Face on the Barroom Floor;”
• Eric Ewing, John’s brother who is the 
executive director of the Great Plains Black 
History Museum; 
• Debbie Orduna, president, Children’s 
Square U.S.A. in Council Bluffs; 
• Vanessa Johnson, youth case manager, 
Saint Francis Ministries; and 
• Christina and Alexandria Ewing, daughters 
of Viv and John.  
 The Ewings will celebrate their 37th wed-
ding anniversary eight days before their Face 

It’s a dream come true.
 That’s how John and Viv Ewing feel about 
being the next “Face on the Barroom Floor” 

at the Omaha Press Club on Thursday, Sept. 
23.
 Since the early 1980s when they first came 
to the Press Club, both Ewings were en-
thralled with the club and the signature Face 
caricatures hanging on the walls. 
 They recognized many of the Face hono-
rees and knew what a great accomplishment 
it would be to become a Face. Quietly, they 
both thought, “I’d love to be up there some 
day.”
 After nearly 40 years of rolling up their 
sleeves and making a difference for the Oma-
ha community, the Ewings will soon become 
the 165th “Face on the Barroom Floor.” 
 Five roasters are on the docket and will 
share more than a few laughs at the Ewings’  
expense. Emcee for the evening will be Tim 
Cavanaugh, who retired in January as John 
Ewing’s chief deputy in the Douglas County 
Treasurer's Office and is a retired captain in 

You are invited!

Join us for the Omaha Press Club Foun-
dation Scholarship Banquet on Sunday, 
Sept. 19,  at 10:30 a.m.  Hosted at 

the Press Club, this annual event honors 
OPC Foundation scholarship recipients and 
professional honorees. In this exciting new 
format, we will be serving brunch at the 
club featuring sticky buns, chicken crepes 
and more. We are honored once again to 
have Dr. Chris Allen from the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha to serve as our emcee. 
 Traditionally held each spring, we have 
not been able to hold a banquet since 2019 

SEE PAGE 5SEE PAGE 5SEE PAGE 4 SEE PAGE 4 
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Ewings to be honored Sept. 23 
as next ‘Face on Barroom Floor’ 

Hall of Fame to 
add six on Sept. 18
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By Tom O'Connor
Communications Committee

By Josh Bucy
OPC Foundation President

Viv and John Ewing. Photo 
courtesy of Life Touch

Couple has served Omaha community for nearly 40 years 

Six outstanding journalists will be in-
ducted on Saturday, Sept. 18, into the 
Omaha Press Club Hall of Fame. The 

2020 Hall of Fame event was postponed 
due to the COVID pandemic.
 Todd Andrews, director of integrated 
communications for the Salvation Army of 
Omaha, will emcee the 12th annual event, 
which begins with a 5:30 p.m. reception 
followed by dinner and the induction cer-
emonies.
 The event is open to the public. Cost is 
$50 for Press Club members and $60 for 
non-members. Reservations are required 
and can be made by calling 402-345-8008 
or emailing opcchristine@gmail.com. You 
also may go to omahapressclub.com and 
click on the RSVP button. Non-members 
need to provide their credit card informa-
tion.
 The 2021 inductees are:
 Malcolm “Mal” Adams – Mal Adams’s 
brilliant career has spanned the gamut,  
starting as a broadcast journalist in Omaha 
and now as an entrepreneur in Japan. The 
Omaha native graduated from Central High 
School in 1967 and worked as a reporter/
photographer at KETV in 1969, his sopho-
more year at the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha. Adams was only the second Black 
to report on air in Nebraska TV history and 
was the first to anchor a regular daily news-
cast in Nebraska. Adams first went to Japan 
in 1976 as a news anchor for KNX radio in 

Brunch to honor scholarship winners

Malcolm Adams

Trina Creighton

Chris Christen

Susan Eustice

Henry Cordes

Doug Parrott
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Face on the Floor; continued from Page 1

FACE ON THE BARROOM FLOOR – 
JOHN AND VIV EWING

 

WHEN:   THURSDAY, SEPT. 23 – RECEPTION, 5:30 

P.M.; DINNER, 6:30 P.M.; ROAST, 8 P.M.

COST:  $60 FOR OPC MEMBERS; 

$70 FOR NON-MEMBERS

RSVP:  CALL THE OPC AT 402-345-8008. 

MEMBERS CAN CHARGE TO THEIR OPC 

ACCOUNT. NON-MEMBERS NEED TO PROVIDE 

THEIR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION.

event. As noted above, their family includes 
two daughters – Christina, 33, and Alexan-
dria, 29.
 To call the Ewings competitive would 
probably be an understatement. One of  the 
family mantras is, “Stick with me, kids. You’ll 
go far.” John and Viv love to play the card 
game UNO when they fly. Bragging rights are 
always on the line for the winner.
 Both are physical fitness buffs. John works 
out in his basement gym, while Viv prefers 
to go to a fitness center. For John, it keeps 
him disciplined. His present workout streak is 
nearing 1,000 consecutive days.
 Both graduated from high school in 1979 
– John from Omaha Northwest  and Viv from 
Omaha Central. They met at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha when Viv was success-
fully running for homecoming queen. 
 John earned his BS degree in business 
administration/criminal justice in 1984 and 
his master’s degree in urban studies in 1985. 
Viv Ewing earned her BS in public admin-
istration (1983) and her master’s in urban 
studies (1986) from UNO and her doctorate 
in human and community resources from 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1990. 

She has served on more than 50 boards in the 
community and enjoys motivational speaking, 
mentoring others, and being a leader in the 
community.

 Since 2007, John has served as Douglas 
County treasurer following a 24-year career as 
deputy chief of police for the Omaha Police 
Department. John has served on more than 
60 boards for not-for-profit organizations in 
the Omaha community.
 Dr. Ewing has a long career in nonprofit 
executive leadership. Among the organizations 
she has been associated with are the Salvation 
Army, the UNMC Board of Counselors, the 
UNO Chancellor’s Diversity Council, the 
College of Saint Mary board, Salem Baptist 
Church, the Siena Francis House and Opera 
Omaha. She currently serves as vice president 
of development for Children’s Square U.S.A., 
a nonprofit that cares for children and fami-
lies in need by teaching skills to provide  hope 
and opportunity. 
 The Ewings share a passion for community 
service. Together, they have chaired capital 
campaigns that have raised millions of dollars 
for nonprofits such as Habitat for Humanity, 
the Salvation Army, Heartland Hope Mission, 
Roncalli Catholic High School and the CUES 

Fund, which supports three urban grade 
schools.
 In addition to their volunteer work, the 
Ewings are active in public speaking, and both 
serve as ministers at Salem Baptist Church. In 
2014, the Ewings received the UNO Cita-
tion for Alumni Achievement Award for their 
community service. They are the only couple 
to receive the award jointly in the more than 
70-year history of the honor.
 One final accomplishment of distinction 
– Viv Ewing has even written a motivational 
book called, “Yes, You Can Have Your Cake 
and Eat It, Too.”  It’s available through major 
book outlets and retailers.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Summer is 
coming 
to a close,  

and the club is 
back open. The 
staff has had 
some time off 
to enjoy their 
families, and 
hopefully they 
also had some 
fun in the sun. 
Now they are back and ready to serve the 
needs of our members and put on events. 
 They’re already hard at work — one day 
after re-opening, they put on another one 
of Shatel's Sports Series Lunches, which was 
held on Wednesday, Aug. 18. I would like to 
thank Tom for doing these luncheons as they 
are one-of-a-kind and get great reviews from 
those who attend.
 With that in mind, there are some great 
events coming up to complete the year. 
“Face on the Barroom Floor” events will fea-
ture John and Viv Ewing on Thursday, Sept. 
23, and Michael Yanney on Thursday, Nov. 
18. Be sure to make your reservations now. 
 You will also not want to miss the Jour-
nalists of Excellence Hall of Fame dinner on 

Saturday, Sept. 18, where we honor the most 
notable area journalists from both the past 
and present. 
 Another exciting event — the first of its 
kind for the club — will be the inaugural 
“First Amendment Night" on Saturday, Oct. 
23. It will feature (and honor) former U.S. 
Sen. and Secretary of State Chuck Hagel and 
our own Allen Beermann, retired executive 
director of the Nebraska Press Association 
and former Nebraska secretary of state. It 
should be quite an evening. 
 Not to be outdone, there is the club’s 
own 50th anniversary coming up in Novem-
ber. Hopefully you will come to celebrate 
the “nifty 50” and help us look forward to 
the club’s next 50 years. 
 There are many other upcoming events 
that will be featured in our newsletters. Be 
sure to check them out as they are an-
nounced.
 These events do not happen without the 
help of our many committees, made up 
entirely of volunteers. These volunteers work 
hard to ensure that the events are not only 
entertaining but relevant to the members 
of the club and the community. We could 
always use more volunteers. Please consider 
volunteering and enjoy the camaraderie of 

your fellow members and help us create 
memories.
 Now let’s talk about parking. We are now 
utilizing the FNBO parking garage, located 
adjacent to the Doubletree Hotel. All Press 
Club members receive two hours of free 
parking with validation. Just bring your 
parking stub with you to the club, and it will 
be validated by one of the staff. 
 Please note: At this time – during the day 
– the parking garage elevator will take you 
to the ground floor, where you can access 
the hallway to the club. In the evening, it 
will take you to the second floor where you 
will need to exit the garage and enter the 
bank from the entrance just below the circle 
driveway. Use the call box and security will 
release the doors, so you may enter to access 
the elevator to the club. Please understand 
this restricted access is only temporary.
 One last note: There is a rumor that I am 
a part-time employee of the club. Although 
it may appear that I am there a lot, it is only 
because I love being at the club — not only 
to enjoy the view and food, but because I 
love being part of something special. And 
that, my friends, is the Omaha Press Club. 
 I hope to see you see you there soon!

Roger Humphries
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Hall of Fame; continued from Page 1

Los Angeles. In 1981, he became the TV/
radio correspondent for the Tokyo bureau 
of CBS News. Adams helped to start the 
Cable News Network in Japan in 1984. He 
produced and hosted CNN’s series, “This 
Week in Japan,” which featured interviews 
with celebrities and government leaders. He 
interviewed four U.S. presidents – Nixon, 
Carter, Reagan and George H.W. Bush. Ad-
ams created Totown, the first Black-owned 
record label in Japan. He expanded it into a 
lucrative enterprise known as Totown Com-
munications Group Japan and has become 
an icon in the field of cross-cultural corpo-
rate communications. Adams has received 
the Maejima Prize, Japan’s equivalent to the 
Pulitzer Prize in journalism. He is the only 
non-Japanese to have received the award. 
Now 72, Adams still lives in Japan.
  Chris Christen – Chris Christen’s 
interest in a career in journalism started 
in high school. She was influenced by her 
newspaper-reading mother and summer 
internships at her hometown paper, The 
Oakland (NE) Independent. She attended 
Midland Lutheran College, and then 
headed to southwest Iowa to work as a 
reporter-photographer at the Red Oak Ex-
press. Two years later, she was named editor 
of the tri-weekly newspaper. Stringer work 
for the Omaha World-Herald prompted an 
invitation from the daily’s managing editor 
to interview for a copy editing position in 
lifestyles. She initially turned down the job, 
thinking it was too “fluffy,” but was per-
suaded to reconsider. Her plan was to stay 
at the World-Herald for five to seven years. 
She found her niche in features journalism, 
serving as the paper’s first special sections 
editor and later as niche publications edi-
tor. She also had a stint as design director. 
At the time of her resignation in May, she 
was serving as features/special sections/
magazine/book editor. She made the hard 
decision to leave the newsroom for a chance 
to blaze a new trail at the University of Ne-
braska Medical Center as senior manager of 
creative services. The coolest part, she said, 
is that people have stopped asking her when 
she is going to retire. “Clearly, not anytime 
soon.”
  Henry Cordes – Henry Cordes has been 
a reporter and staff writer for the Omaha 
World-Herald for more than 35 years. The 
Omaha native joined the paper's sports 
department months after graduating from 
Central High School in 1981. In 1985, he 

graduated with a degree in journalism from 
the University of Nebraska at Omaha and 
moved over to the World-Herald’s news 
division, first as a police reporter. He served 
for seven years as the paper’s statehouse 
bureau chief in Lincoln, and he’s covered 
politics, the military and public policy. 
He’s a five-time winner of the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln’s Sorensen Award, 
given each year to recognize the state’s most 
distinguished journalism, and has won na-
tional or regional awards for deadline writ-
ing, sports writing, feature writing, business 
writing, enterprise reporting and investiga-
tive reporting. His deadline story on a 2007 
mass shooting in Omaha was featured in 
the Poynter Institute’s 2008 book, “Best 
Newspaper Writing.” He also has authored 
four books, including two on the history of 
Nebraska football, and one on an Omaha 
serial killer. In 2018, Cordes was inducted 
into the Central High School Hall of Fame. 
He served as president of the Omaha Press 
Club in 2000. He also has twice served as 
president of the Omaha Press Club Founda-
tion and currently serves as chairman of its 
scholarship committee.
 Trina Creighton – As an award-winning 
anchor/reporter at Omaha’s KMTV for 15 
years, Trina Creighton wanted to make a 
difference. Now, as a college professor, she’s 
hoping to inspire her broadcasting students 
– and her colleagues in academia – to strive 
for the same goal. The longtime midday 
anchor began teaching at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln in 2001, quickly becom-
ing a highly respected faculty member in 
the College of Journalism and Mass Com-
munications. Her efforts there have grown 
well beyond the classroom. In recent years, 
Creighton has emerged as a leader at UNL, 
spearheading new diversity and inclu-
sion efforts while working to ensure that 
everyone on campus has a voice. Creighton 
started down this career-expanding path in 
2018 when she took over the college’s “So-
cial Justice, Human Rights and the Media” 
course while also being selected to serve on 
UNL’s N 150 Subcommittee for Diversity 
and Inclusion. Today, she’s chair of the Col-
lege of Journalism and Mass Communica-
tions’ Diversity and Inclusion Committee 
and recently became a diversity professional 
after completing a certificate program at 
Cornell University. In addition to her work 
in teaching journalism to a new generation 
of students, Creighton is striving to ensure 
that future faculty and staff at UNL come 
from a diverse array of backgrounds.
  Susan Eustice (posthumous) – Susan 

Eustice was divisional director of public 
and media relations for the Salvation Army 
division headquarters in Omaha. In this 
role, she was the public face – and voice – 
of the organization for more than 20 years. 
In addition to Eustice’s impactful media 
presence, she oversaw numerous fundraisers 
and events, including the Salvation Army/
KETV Back-to-School Backpack Drive and 
Adopt-a-Family Radiothon at Christmas-
time. She previously worked for the Leu-
kemia Society and Opera Omaha. Eustice 
was a past president and board member of 
the Omaha Press Club and was co-chair of 
the club’s Communications Committee for 
many years. She also was past president of 
the Public Relations Society of America and 
the International Association of Business 
Communicators. Eustice passed away on 
May 11, 2019, following a brief illness. She 
was married to her husband, Bill, for 43 
years, and they had three children: daugh-
ters, Kyle and Ellen, and son, Sean.
 Doug Parrott – Doug Parrott began his 
career as a reporter for KETV immediately 
after graduation from the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. During his 15 years at 
KETV, he opened the first Lincoln Bu-
reau for an Omaha TV station and helped 
successfully push for cameras in Nebraska 
courtrooms. He later returned to Omaha to 
serve as assignment editor for KETV and 
as the station’s Crime Stoppers reporter. 
Parrott left the station to launch his public 
relations career as communications director 
for Nebraska Gov. Kay Orr. For the past 30 
years, he has been one of the state’s lead-
ing PR executives, working primarily with 
Bailey Lauerman. A three-time recipient 
of the Professional of the Year Award from 
the Nebraska Chapter of the Public Rela-
tions Society of America, Parrott helped 
build community support for several civic 
projects, including Aksarben Village, TD 
Ameritrade Park and Qwest Center Omaha 
(now CHI Health Center). He also has 
served as the local communications director 
for the past four Olympic Swim Trials.



       He also 
didn't hesitate to 
poke fun at him-
self, saying: “I 
represent an elite 
clientele. Most 
of them live in 
gated communi-
ties.” 
 Th ere were 
many touching 
moments as well. One of them came when 
Tagge said, “After a drunk-driving arrest, Jim 
helped me get counseling and into Alco-
holics Anonymous. I became a born-again 
Christian, and I will be eternally grateful to 
him.”
 OPC Artist Jim Horan’s caricature 
depicted Davis in his “working clothes” – a 
pinstripe suit and gold tie. Included in the 
background were illustrations of his days in 
Vietnam and the Secret Service, Lady Jus-
tice, a convict client of Davis holding a toilet 
paper gun, and a horde of media seeking 
comments from the man called “JMD.”
 Always the polished professional with a 
way with words, Davis closed his roast with 
a tribute to the media. “I have been blessed 
over the last 28 years to have had a very 
amiable relationship with some of the fi nest, 
hard-working members of the news media 
anywhere in the country.” 
  For those wishing to purchase a copy 
of Davis’s book, it is available for $21.95 
through the Omaha World-Herald. You can 
go online at:
https://www.owhstore.com/product/memo-
rial-day-our-nations-time-to-remember/

us. Th e event is open to the 
public. Here again are the 
details:
2021 OPC Scholarship 
Banquet
Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021
10:30 a.m.
Omaha Press Club
 RSVP online here:
https://bit.ly/opc2021
 Or call the club at 
402-345-8008.
 Th anks a brunch!
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James Martin Davis, former ‘Face,’ dies at age 75

It may have been the most memorable 
“Face on the Barroom Floor” event in the 
history of the Omaha Press Club. 

 When Omaha attorney James Martin Da-
vis became the 97th “Face” in August 2004, 
a record crowd of 350 attended, including 
220 people who stayed for dinner. 
 It was termed “the roast with the most.” 
Not only was there a record turnout, but 
there also was an all-time high in roasters 
(10), and they went on for an unprecedented 
one hour and 20 minutes saluting the man 
known as the “Prince of One-Liners” and 
the “King of the Sound Bite.”
 Davis, 75, died on Aug. 30 after suff ering 
a heart attack. He was arguably the most rec-
ognizable attorney in the state of Nebraska. 
A huge fan of the media – many of whom he 
represented in contract negotiations – Davis 
embraced the Omaha Press Club as the 
beacon for freedom of the press. 
 Ironically, Davis was scheduled to present 
a Noon Forum at the Press Club on Sept. 
16. He was going to discuss his new book, 
“Memorial Day: Our Nation’s Time to 
Remember.” Th e book, published by the 
Omaha World-Herald, was a compilation of 
all the Memorial Day columns Davis wrote 
each year for the newspaper. 
 Davis was drafted into the Army after his 
fi rst year of law school and sent to Vietnam 
in 1969. A member of the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion, he completed his yearlong tour of duty 
as a decorated combat infantryman. His 
columns often expressed his gratitude for his 
Army comrades, some of whom were killed 
in combat.  
 His star-studded slate of roasters in 2004 
included seven individuals who are now fel-

low “Faces on the Barroom Floor”:
• Mike Kelly (emcee), Omaha World-Herald 
columnist, No. 107 in 2006;
• Nebraska Sen. Ben Nelson, No. 60 in 
1995; 
• Omaha Mayor Mike Fahey, No. 105 in 
2006;
• Fr. Val Peter, director of Boys Town, No. 
58 in 1994; 
• Harold Andersen, Omaha World-Herald 
publisher, No. 28 in 1984;
• Douglas County Sheriff  Richard Roth, No. 
18 in 1982; and 
• KETV anchorwoman Julie Cornell, No. 
155 in 2017.
 Th e other roasters included U.S. District 
Judge Richard Kopf, fi nancial adviser and 
legendary Nebraska quarterback Jerry Tagge, 
and Jim Fagin, an aide to Sen. Nelson and a 
former TV/radio reporter.
 Kelly threw the fi rst dart at Davis, not-
ing that he had issued a record number of 
invitations – 1,800, “which is more than the 
number of votes he received when he ran for 
Congress.”
 Some of the other best quips from the 
roast included:
 Sen. Nelson, a Davis classmate at the 
University of Nebraska Law School: “I 
wanted him to look his best tonight, so I 
loaned him my hair.”

Fahey: “At Creighton Prep, he took a 
freshman IQ test. Th e results were negative.”

Tagge: “Jim Davis has no sex drive. His 
wife, Polo, started jogging so she could hear 
heavy breathing again.”

Roth, who hired Davis for the Secret 
Service: “Other agents said that the most 
dangerous thing about their job was to get 
between Jim and a television camera.”
 In response to the lengthy grilling, Davis 
said, “I don’t feel like I've been roasted. I feel 
like I've been deep-fat fried.”

James Martin Davis

#97 James Martin Davis
August 2004

The event for the prominent Omaha attorney drew a record crowd and also holds a record for the
most roasters --- 10. In the “Face” drawing, Davis is in his “working clothes,” a pinstripe suit
and gold tie. Included in the background are illustrations of his days in Vietnam and the Secret
Service, Lady Justice and media seeking comments from the “prince of one-liners” and “King of
the Sound Bite” as he’s known in local circles. Davis is a decorated Vietnam combat veteran, a
former Special Agent in the U.S. Secret Service, an organized crime prosecutor and
Congressional candidate. He has authored books and articles, including Memorial Day articles
for the Omaha World-Herald every year for 23 years. . Davis closed the night with a tribute to
the press: “I have been blessed over the last 28 years to have had a very amiable relationship
with some of the finest, hard-working members of the news media anywhere in the country.”

Hugh Reilly

Tom O'Connor

Brunch Scholarship; continued from Page 1

toring local health guidelines and following 
recommendations from local and national 
health offi  cials.  We will be following CDC 
guidelines when at the club, encouraging the 
use of a face mask when not consuming food 
or beverages. Seating arrangements will also 
be socially distanced to make the banquet 
not only a fun but also a safe experience.
 Th e future of journalism is very bright, 
and I want to personally invite you to join 

By Tom O'Connor
Communications Committee



have the talent 
on both sides 
to win games. I 
wonder about 
the discipline 
down there.”
• “Th ere’s a 
fear factor with 
Nick Saban (Al-
abama coach). 
Th ere also 
was with Tom 
Osborne – you 
didn’t want to 
disappoint him. He was a tall, intimidating 
fi gure. I don’t think that’s there right now.”
• On Frank Solich, former Husker coach: 
“History will be kind to Frank Solich. He 
needs to be brought back and be given a 
giant hug.”
• On Husker off ense and quarterback Adrian 
Martinez: “Lubick feels real good about our 
running backs this year. Everything is easier 
when you can run the ball. Martinez needs 
to make the basic plays…have more com-
mand, be more of a leader, not force a pass 
in the end zone into triple coverage. Wiscon-
sin and Iowa have quarterbacks who aren’t 
fl ashy – they make the plays. Nebraska needs 
solid, not fl ashy. A running quarterback (like 
Martinez) is a great ace in the hole.”

on the way up – that guy (Greg Schiano) 
can coach. He’s a problem. Bret Bielema 
(the new Illinois coach) also can coach. He’s 
won the Big Ten (at Wisconsin) and been to 
several Rose Bowls.”
 On the day of the Shatel lunch, it was 
announced that Nebraska’s football program 
is being investigated by the NCAA for several 
possible infractions. 
 “Nebraska doesn’t need this,” Shatel said. 
“It’s just more sloppiness…more drama. It 
puts attention on Nebraska. It’s probably not 
a fi reable off ense, but it creates more pressure 
to win. Th e NCAA is always upside down – 
they seem to hammer the people who do the 
least wrong.”
 Th e storied series between Oklahoma and 
Nebraska will resume this year – the 50th 
anniversary of  the Game of the Century 
-- with the fourth game of the year on Sept. 
18 in Oklahoma. It comes with controversy, 
however, as a report surfaced that Nebraska 
was trying to get out of the game.
 “Bill Moos (former Husker athletic direc-
tor) fell on the sword,” Shatel said. “Nebras-
ka wouldn’t be Nebraska without Oklahoma 
and vice versa. Remember, Oklahoma did it 
fi rst – they pulled out of the series in 1994. 
Let’s play these two games (with Oklahoma) 
and enjoy the memories. Most fans don’t 
care.”
 Other tidbits from the lunch included:
• On the Husker outlook this year – “Th ey 

Tom Shatel. 
Photo by Roger Humphries

Shatel: It’s time for Huskers to start winning

As Scott Frost heads into his fourth year as 
coach of the Nebraska Cornhuskers, the feel-
ing of most football fans around the state can 
be summarized in six words – no more hype, 
just start winning.
 Th at was the resounding message of Tom 
Shatel, Omaha World-Herald sports column-
ist, as the Shatel Lunch Series returned for 
some gridiron talk on Aug. 18. 
 “I hate the hype. I’m tired of the talk,” 
Shatel said. “I want to see action. Th ere’s no 
reason for them (the Huskers) not to come 
fl ying out of the gate (against Illinois on 
Aug. 28). Th e fi rst game is important. You 
need to look like you care and are prepared 
for the season.”
 Although the fi rst game (a loss to Illinois) 
was important, Shatel thinks the biggest 
game of the year will be at home against 
Michigan on Oct. 9. 
 “Michigan is still a big name,” he said. “It 
would be a signature win for Frost. If they 
can beat Michigan, it sets up the rest of the 
schedule. 
 “Th e schedule is tough, but it’s not that 
tough. It could be worse. We’re playing 
Michigan – not Indiana – and we’re play-
ing Michigan State – not Penn State. Th e 
Big Ten is not easy. Rutgers is the next one 

By Tom O'Connor
Communications Committee

First Amendment Night on Saturday, Oct. 23

Freedom of the press is a central tenet 
of a democracy, and the Omaha Press 
Club has rescheduled last year’s First 

Amendment Night event (postponed by 
COVID-19) to Saturday, Oct. 23,  to cel-
ebrate this important right.
 Former Sen. Chuck Hagel, a military 
veteran who worked as a radio newscaster 
and talk show host in Omaha while fi nish-
ing college, will be the speaker and honoree 
at the inaugural “First Amendment Night: 
Celebrating Newsmakers and News Media.” 
Hagel was also an entrepreneur before run-
ning for the U.S. Senate in 1996. He later 
served as secretary of defense in the Obama 
administration.
 Also being honored is the former execu-
tive director of the Nebraska Press Associa-

By Bridget (Weide) Brooks
Executive Committee

tion, Allen Beermann. He was born and 
raised on a farm in Dakota County and went 
on to earn a J.D. degree from Creighton 
University School of Law before going on to 
serve as the Nebraska’s longest-serving secre-
tary of state. Beermann retired as a lieuten-
ant colonel in the Judge Advocate General 
Corps. He was inducted into the Nebraska 
Journalism Hall of Fame in 2018. He led the 
Press Association for 25 years and he also 
hosted the National Convention of the Na-
tional Newspaper Association in Omaha and 
hosted their board of directors at the Omaha 
Press Club.
 Past OPC President Tom Shatel came up 
with the idea for the event, which he created 
as a networking opportunity for current 
members of the media as well as a “home-
coming” for veteran news personnel — and 
an opportunity to “bring the press back to 
the Press Club.”

Th e night begins with cocktails at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by dinner and Hagel’s remarks at 7 
p.m. A dessert bar will follow.
 Tickets are $75 each, with a portion of 
the ticket price benefi ting the Omaha Press 
Club Foundation Inc., a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion that supports journalism 
scholarships and educa-
tion. Th e OPC Foundation 
awarded more than $50,000 
in scholarships to journal-
ism students at Creighton 
University, the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, and the 
University of Nebraska at 
Omaha in 2020.
 To reserve your spot, 
RSVP online by Oct. 18 at 
http://bit.ly/OPCFirstA-
mendment or call 
402-345-8008. 
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Allen Beermann

Chuck Hagel



sites in schools, churches and parking lots, 
followed by Phase 3 “going to the people” 
pop-up sites in six places daily, including the 
College World Series and Olympic Swim 
Trial venues.
 By early July 2021, 50.8 percent of Doug-
las County adults were fully vaccinated, with 
68.1 percent of them having at least one dose 
– close to the national goal of 70 percent by 
July 4. Some 97 percent of adults aged 65 
and older have at least one dose. Much work 
remains, however, with only 33 percent of 
Black citizens having one dose, and rural 
western Nebraska below 30 percent.
 Dr. Pour reflected on lessons learned. 
Early in the pandemic, Douglas County col-
laborated with UNMC to establish a testing 
site at 50th and G Streets near the South 
Omaha packing houses, which she described 
as “one of the better things we did.” Soon, 
Test Nebraska drive-through sites sprang up 
in numerous locations, saving lives with early 
diagnosis and providing data to help health 
officials and medical professionals track and 
contain the virus’s spread. It was an effort so 
quietly successful that “people aren’t aware of 
how beneficial it was,” said Dr. Pour.
 Public health is all about prevention, she 
said. “It works, but you don’t hear about 
it. Brushing your teeth, eating healthy and 
using seat belts are all prevention standards. 
We invest in health care, but we also need to 
invest in public health.”
 The pandemic raised awareness, with 
about half of all states now advocating for 
stronger public health measures. Questions 
are being asked about public health’s need 
for greater authority, resulting from the 
convergence of academia, public health and 
politicians. 
 When the virus hit, “we didn’t have a 
strong Center for Disease Control presence, 
as we had previously,” said Dr. Pour, who was 
a toxicologist with the Nebraska Department 
of Health and Human Services for 13 years 
prior to becoming Douglas County’s health 
director. “The CDC had a slow start and 
there was a void, then the politicians filled 
that void, and the pandemic became politi-
cized.” 
 Public health directors are not elected 
officials, and that autonomy was critical to 
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 Dr. Pour then sought a mask mandate, 
already implemented in Lincoln and 50 of 
the nation’s largest cities, but was advised by 
the governor’s office that she didn’t have the 
authority to do so. Under urging from Dr. 
Pour and Mayor Jean Stothert, the Omaha 
City Council passed an ordinance requiring 
masks, which would be extended three times. 
Schools opened in the fall, mixing remote 

and in-person learning.
 November 2020 was “the darkest month,” 
said Dr. Pour, with relaxed DHMs leading 
to larger gatherings that spread the virus. 
In one week, statewide totals reached 4,200 
cases, with 50 patients on ventilators and 48 
deaths. In comparison, the last week of June 
2021 totaled 115 statewide cases. 
 Help came in December 2020, when the 
first “pizza boxes” of Pfizer vaccines arrived 
at Omaha’s major medical facilities. With 10 
doses per Pfizer vial contingent on adequate 
cold storage and “use it or lose it” condi-
tions, an appointment system was needed 
to maximize distribution. Because the state’s 
system was not yet online, Douglas County 
contracted with Total Wellness to sign up 
high-priority patients – health care workers, 
those in confined facilities such as long-term 
care properties or prisons, and people over 
the age of 85 (subsequently reaching lower 
age ranges and extending to teachers as more 
people became vaccinated). 
 Combining the new appointment system 
with large-scale community vaccination sites 
at Creighton, Immanuel, Miracle Hills, CHI, 
UNMC, and 35th and L Streets, upwards 
of 4,000 vaccinations were administered 
daily. As the months passed, said Dr. Pour, 
larger sites were replaced by multiple smaller 

Dr. Adi Pour. Photo by Gary Willis.

Health director looks back on pandemic, career

Described as having done a “terrific job 
under terrific pressure” by host Gary 
Kerr, Dr. Adi Pour offered an insider’s 

view of the pandemic, lessons learned and 
what’s ahead at the July 8 Noon Forum. 
It was her first public presentation since 
retiring June 30 as director of the Douglas 
County Health Department, a position she 
held since 2002.
 Dr. Pour recapped a timeline of Cov-
id-19's spread through Omaha and Nebras-
ka, starting in February 2020 when the Dia-
mond Princess cruise ship was quarantined 
in Japan. Fifteen of 100 Americans were 
flown to the University of Nebraska Medi-
cal Center’s (UNMC) biocontainment unit, 
one of only three in the United States. They 
were followed by more U.S. citizens evacu-
ated from Wuhan, China, with the National 
Guard opening its Ashland, Neb., camp to 
care for the patients’ families. These earliest 
cases gave area medical professionals their 
first look at Covid’s effects and treatments.
 On March 7, Omaha learned “we are only 
an airplane ride away from Corona,” when a 
woman returning from Great Britain fell ill 
and repeatedly sought help at three different 
hospitals. An X-ray finally revealed her diag-
nosis, as Covid testing was not yet available. 
Several other travel-related cases followed, 
and then the city recorded its first “commu-
nity spread” – a construction worker with no 
travel history. 
 Action was needed, and it came when 
Gov. Pete Ricketts and Douglas County 
issued Directed Health Measures (DHMs) 
affecting attendance at schools, churches and 
businesses. Douglas County opened a 24-
hour call line for questions and distributed 
$12 million in personal protective health care 
equipment. 
 But the disease ran roughshod, with 
long-term care facilities and meat- and 
food-processing plants in Grand Island and 
South Omaha among the hardest hit. Large 
multicultural families unable to understand 
English (and, thus, what preventive actions 
to take) were disproportionately affected, 
said Dr. Pour, with Hispanics comprising 
only 11 percent of the state’s population, but 
accounting for 54 percent of the cases.

By Anne Walsh
Communications Committee

Despite the pressures of public health, Dr. Adi Pour said she was thankful for a 'fabulous' job.

continue on Page 6



land before returning 
to Omaha in 1971, 
where Pagel rejoined 
the World-Herald. 
There he spent the 
next decade, first as 
assistant city editor 
and then as a writer 
for the Magazine of 
the Midlands.
 In 1982, Pagel 
joined UNL as the 
Gannett Professional 
Lecturer in the College of Journalism and 
Mass Communications. 
 He and his mother, Ruth Best Pagel, 
are the only mother-son members of the 
Nebraska Press Association Hall of Fame. He 
was inducted into the OPC Journalists of 
Excellence Hall of Fame in 2017.
 Pagel is survived by Anne, son Sean and 
daughter-in-law Marlene, and granddaugh-
ters Brianna and Ella.
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PHONE 402-345-8008 
FOR RESERVATIONS

Journalists of Excellence
Hall Of Fame Dinner

Saturday, Sept 18, 2021
Members $50 – Non-Members $60

Hors d’oeuvres
Assorted Bacon Wraps

Seafood-stuffed Profiterole

Salad
Thunderbird Salad

Entrée
Chicken Piccata

Risotto Pilaf

Dessert
Hazelnut Chocolate Mousse Cup

Blackberry Coulis

Dr. Pour’s most difficult decision: informing 
Girls Inc. that a North Omaha clinic sched-
uled to disperse the one-time Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine instead needed to switch to 
the two-shot Moderna serum. Just a couple 
of days prior, she had received information 
about a patient hospitalized with blood clots 
possibly linked to the J&J vaccine. The news 
was not yet public, and without better guid-
ance Dr. Pour knew she could not permit 
the J&J vaccines to be injected. Roundly 
criticized initially by community and state 
political leadership, Dr. Pour stuck by her 
decision, which she said was hers to make. 
Almost immediately thereafter, the CDC 
temporarily halted J&J vaccinations. 
 The nation was not prepared for the 
length of the pandemic, lacking sufficient 
health care professionals and big-data sys-
tems. “In Nebraska, for example, we had 25 
different laboratories reporting numbers of 
cases, hospitalizations and deaths. There were 
two to four cases daily, then suddenly it was 
10, then it was all over the place,” she said. 
“We couldn’t handle all the data, which is 
needed for good decision-making and seeing 
daily trends in demographics, ethnicity and 
age.” 
  The pandemic’s mental health aspects 
also were underestimated, requiring the same 
consideration as physical health. At media 

updates, “I always had an infectious disease 
doctor or a hospital administrator present, 
but I also should have had a mental health 
expert,” she reflected.
 And more needs to be known about the 
virus’s origins, she said. “Was it engineered? 
Was it released by mistake? Did it come from 
Wuhan’s markets?” 
 Looking ahead, the fight to conquer the 
Coronavirus may never be won. Cases once 
again are climbing, especially with the emer-
gence of variants and mutations, and “break-
throughs” in vaccinated people contracting 
the disease. Concerned about the termina-
tion of Nebraska’s public health emergency, 
closure of drive-through testing facilities 
and removal of the state’s Covid dashboard 
tracking virus-related data, Dr. Pour said the 
Douglas County dashboard remains active.
 She stressed the importance of personal 
responsibility for getting vaccinated and 
following public health guidelines. “People 
don’t think about the common good, the 
possibility of infecting someone else. We 
need to get a smaller pool of non-vaccinated 
individuals, so the variants don’t take over.”  
 Studies are under way to understand why 
people don’t want to get the vaccine, she 
said, and there’s “a big science” to convince 
them they should. A recent Journal of the 
American Medical Association article stated 
that some well-studied people don’t have 
enough answers to their questions, while 
others aren’t worried about Covid’s effects. 

Social media also is rife with inaccurate and 
misleading information.
 Although mask mandates were lifted prior 
to the Delta variant’s spread this summer, in-
dividuals still need to consider wearing masks 
and observing social distancing as situations 
arise, she said, such as gatherings of younger 
people who have not yet been vaccinated or 
public events. A third booster shot may be 
necessary to prevent breakthroughs, which 
the United Kingdom and Israel already are 
doing, and people who still need a second 
shot are strongly encouraged to get one.
 On a personal note, Dr. Pour said she is 
living her life in three buckets: herself, her 
family and the community. She is thankful 
for her time as the county’s health director, a 
job she described as “fabulous.” 
 “I have always had the community in 
front of me – you are all I care for. It doesn’t 
matter about the naysayers. I can rest peace-
fully and say this is what I tried to do,” she 
said. During retirement, she’ll focus on the 
“herself and family” buckets: more sleep, 
yard work and travel, and seeing the grand-
kids.

Health director; continued from Page 6

Hall of Famer Pagel dies at 93

Alfred “Bud” Pagel, a member of the 
Omaha Press Club Hall of Fame, died 
in Lincoln on June 30 at age 93.

 An emeritus associate professor of 
journalism at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, Pagel taught news courses at UNL 
from 1982 to 1997. 
 He grew up in a newspaper family in Ne-
ligh NE and began helping as a printer’s devil 
at the weekly founded by his grandfather in 
1885. 
 After Army service in Germany and 
graduation from Northwestern University’s 
Medill School of Journalism, Pagel returned 
to Neligh, Nebraska and published the 
Leader with his parents from 1957-1963. 
 Then he sold the weekly and became city 
editor at the Norfolk Daily News followed 
by reporting stints at the Lincoln Journal, 
the Omaha World-Herald and the  Miami 
Herald.
 In 1969 he married Anne Burnett, and 
the couple spent a year on a farmstead in Ire-

Alfred "Bud" Pagel
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