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A message from the
executive director

A message from the president

Your club needs you in 2021
By Tom Shatel
OPC Prsesident

A

fter a recent OPC board meeting, I
took a stroll around the club.
Past the fireplace, down the steps
by the booths. Went into the back room
and gazed out the window at the sprawling
Creighton campus.
Went to the south corner and looked
down at Dodge Street and then out toward
South O. Then finished by walking around
the bar.
All the while, I took in all the “Face on
the Barroom Floor” portraits. There were
leaders, newsmakers, personalities from all
generations and eras of Omaha.
There’s so much history here. The Press
Club is an Omaha gem. It’s got an oldschool charm with a new-school appeal.
There’s nothing else like it. My teen-age
daughters love it.

It’s a place
that should
always be part of
Omaha, always
be preserved.
And that’s where
you come in.
We want you
back in 2021. We
need you back.
Tom Shatel
It’s been a
very trying year.
The Press Club is hanging in there. The
pandemic wiped out most of our events.
The First National building is all but closed.
Visitors to the Press Club are allowed,
pressing a buzzer and announcing their
presence to a security guard who lets them
in.
Steve and Christine Villamonte have
Continue on Page 2

November Forum to feature
Rudy Smith's photos

R

escheduled from last March, "The
Black Experience Through the Lens of
Rudy Smith," a book that highlights
the late Rudy Smith's photojournalism
experience in North Omaha, will be
displayed and discussed at the Noon Forum
on Thursday, Nov. 19.
Smith, a longtime photographer with
the Omaha World-Herald, died Dec. 5,
2019 after a short illness at the age of 74.
Photo selections for the long-planned
book were completed while Rudy was in
hospice. His wife, Llana, assisted him in
the selections as he gave her a thumbs-up
or down on his choices. After his death,
World-Herald staff completed the book
with the help of Smith's family.
Llana Smith and Kristine Gerber, book
editor, will take the Noon Forum audience
on a journey through the years explaining

SEE PAGE 6

how Rudy's
photographs
were
compiled.
The OPC
THE BLACK
Forum will
EXPERIENCE
THROUGH THE LENS
OF RUDY SMITH
run from
noon until
1 p.m. with
lunch service
beginning at
11:30 a.m.
The cost is $17 and non-OPC members are
welcome.
Books will be available for purchase at
the forum. "The Black Experience" is also
available from owhstore.com and at the
World-Herald building.

By Steve Villamonte
OPC Executive Director

T

he Omaha Press Club has been a
passion for many volunteers ever
since the doors opened back in 1971.
Many have experienced the club, its offerings, including ambiance, food and staff,
and wanted to be more than a member.
They wanted to be a part of the club and
for so many that became reality through
volunteering. My passionate role as the executive director has positioned me to work
closely with these volunteers who are board
and committee members and to develop
friendships along the way.
I had the opportunity to develop
a friendship with Past President Scott
Darling, who recently lost his battle with
cancer. Scott was a calming force during
a turbulent time at the club. He led the
board with his dedicated, confident demeanor that made all involved comfortable
with his sound decision-making.
After Scott’s term as president, he
continued to support the club and to attend events over the years. Whenever I saw
Scott, he would tell me how he missed his
leadership activities and how he needed to
get up to the club more often. Scott once
invited the entire board to his house for
cocktails and hors d'oeuvres as an effort to
create unity. My best memory of Scott was
not club related, but what he shared of his
love for his family.
And now another longtime OPC supporter, former Sen. David Karnes, has
passed. David first became a club supporter when he did a skit for the annual
Press Club Show. David had a favorite table
at the club, which he frequented for lunch.
Dining options
Management and board members are
working to provide as many options as
possible for members to utilize the club

Continue on Page 7

Shatel, continued from Page 1

He’s what we need during these times.
Next year will be a very important year
done a wonderful job keeping the Press
for the Press Club. We need to get some
Club going. We’ve had a light-to-steady
events back. We need to get the people
lunch crowd. And Steve introduced a Friday back.
take-out dinner feature, which has quickly
We had a strong lineup of events
become a popular staple.
planned for 2020. I believe we can stage
Steve and I have been in constant
some of those next year, with modifications
contact with Brenda Dooley of First
for health.
National. Brenda and the staff at FNB have
We can see the return of the “Face on
been fantastic. We cherish our relationship The Floor” events. The room doesn’t have to
with them.
be full. We can allow for a limited number
There’s no telling when FNB will be
of seats.
able to reopen the building and bring their
Masks and social distancing, of course,
employees back downtown. It seems the
are part of the deal.
virus will be with us into 2021.
We can try to relaunch our First
As a Press Club, we have to assume that. Amendment Night, again with a limited
And we have to make plans accordingly.
crowd. Perhaps these events can be liveIn a couple of months, I will hand the
streamed for those who want to stay at
gavel over to Roger Humphries, a longtime home.
OPC member and officer with a strong
The Press Club has already hosted some
passion for the club. Roger will be terrific.
events, like the Winemaker’s Dinner in

October and Noon Forums in September
and October. A Rudy Smith photo book
event and another Winemaker’s Dinner
event are planned for November.
A terrific idea we are kicking around is
to have regular Omaha Press Club Show
events, where a video from one of the old
shows is played. It could become a fun
reunion for former show performers!
Also, I would like to have a Member’s
Appreciation Night, which would include
an opportunity for members to get their
own “Face on the Floor” portraits drawn.
I'll get with Roger on that.
I’m not sure how many events we can
stage or when. That will be up to Roger and
the board.
Yes, chances are we will be dealing with
Covid-19 for a while. But as we’ve seen
bars and restaurants around the city move
forward with masks and social distancing,
so, too, can the Press Club.

Barmettler was unsung OPC hero
By Tom O'Connor
Communications Committee

T

he Omaha Press Club lost one of
its unsung heroes this month with
the death of Mike Barmettler. For
many years, Barmettler was the OPC’s
videographer for “Face on the Barroom
Floor” events. He died on Oct. 6 due to
congestive heart failure at the age of 88.
“Mike was an amazing contributor
to the Omaha Press Club,” said Steve
Villamonte, executive director of the
OPC. “He never sought the limelight. In
fact, most OPC members wouldn’t even
recognize his name.
“I would guess that Mike and his
sidekick, Bob Drake, videotaped at least
30 Face events over the years. For many
of these events, they did it at no charge.
Finally, as their commitment and expenses
mounted, they basically charged us the
bare minimum for their time.”
For each Face event, Barmettler and
Drake would set up their cameras in two
locations and capture comments from the
podium as well as slides from on-screen
PowerPoint presentations. In addition,
they would tape reactions from the
audience.
After the event, Barmettler would edit
all the video from both cameras into a
Page 2
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single DVD, design a case cover featuring
the Face honoree, then make several copies
of the DVD for the honoree as well as the
OPC.
“It was absolutely tremendous,”
Villamonte said. “We can’t thank Mike
enough for all he did for the club. He was
a great man. Our deepest sympathies go
out to his family.”
The third of 11 children, Barmettler was
an Omaha native. In 1956, he started a
residential security patrol company which
later expanded into Security International,
Inc., a multi-faceted security company
operating in 22 states.
In 1985, Security International, Inc.,
was sold to Baker Industries. At the time
of the sale, it was the largest privately
owned security company in the Midwest.
Barmettler, who started his career as a
night patrolman, became a leading expert
in security services including fire and
burglar alarms, armored car, time-sensitive
courier, night patrol and guards.
Later he expanded into computerized
energy management systems. Upon
retiring from the security field, he started
a successful second career in videography.
In addition to his work with the OPC,
Barmettler enjoyed creating lifetime videos
at the weddings of his nieces and nephews.
“Mike is most remembered for his kind,

generous,
and positive
spirit, and
his desire
to be
protective
of those
around
him,” said
his wife of
38 years,
Mike Barmettler
Mary
Beth. “He
was a trail master who loved to lead Jeep
expeditions through remote Colorado
towns and challenging mountain passes.
He was always seeking out new paths to
explore.”
A memorial service was held on Oct.
10. Memorials can be sent to:
• Texas A&M Foundation, 401 George
Bush Drive, College Station, TX 77840.
Please designate the gift in memory of
Michael Barmettler, account 05-53019.
The gift supports the neurology research of
Dr. Nicholas Jeffery;
• St. Cecilia Cathedral, 701 N. 40th St.,
Omaha, NE 68131; or
• William and Dorothy Barmettler
Scholarship, St. Cecilia Cathedral.

Baseball legend, Omaha’s Bob
Gibson, is dead at age 84
Doug Parrott, one of Omaha’s top public
relations professionals, was the emcee of
the event, while Omaha actor John Beasley
rounded out the slate. Beasley was honored
ob Gibson was arguably the greatest
as Face No. 101 in 2005.
athlete to come out of Nebraska and
The crowd included basketball legend
– without question – one of the most
Bob Boozer, Heisman Trophy winner Johnny
prominent individuals ever to be honored
Rodgers and Omaha Mayor Mike Fahey.
by the Omaha Press Club as a “Face on the
A first-ballot inductee into the Baseball
Barroom Floor.” The Hall of Fame pitcher
Hall
of Fame, Gibson’s feats included:
for the St. Louis Cardinals died on Oct. 2
•
Two
World Series MVPs;
after a yearlong battle with pancreatic cancer.
• 1968 National League MVP;
He was 84.
• Two Cy Young awards;
Gibson was honored by the OPC in
• Victories in seven consecutive World Series
2004 as Face No. 96.
starts;
For OPC Executive
• A no-hitter in 1971;
Director Steve
• Being voted by
Villamonte, it was
baseball fans to Major
something he will never
League Baseball’s Allforget, as he holds two
Century Team in 1999;
fond recollections from
• Eight All-Star seasons;
the event.
and
The first came in
• Nine Gold Gloves.
a pre-meeting with
His best year
Gibson to go over all
was in 1968 when he
the details surrounding
notched an incredible
the upcoming event.
1.12 earned-run average
“After the meeting, I
Bob
Gibson
with a 22-9 record and
asked Bob if I could get
13 shutouts. His season
a photo with him. Bob
Bob Gibson
was
highlighted
by
a
span
of 47 consecutive
responded, ‘Do you haveApril
a jacket?’
I said,
2004
No. 96
scoreless
innings.
Over
the
course of 10
‘Yes’ and then left the room
to get it. When I
The greatest big-game pitcher of his era, Bob Gibson is a native of Omaha who continues to call the
complete
game
starts
from
June
to July 25,
area his home.
Over
17 seasons
with the St. Louis
Cardinals,
he posted
World
Series 6
records
returned, Bob personallyofmetropolitan
straightened
my
tie
seven consecutive wins and 17 strikeouts in a game, both unbroken records today. Gibson led the
Gibson
allowed
only
Cardinals
World
Serieswas
championships
and was twice
named MVP
of thetwo
Worldruns.
Series. He won
for the photo. My learning
wasto two
that
Bob
nine straight Gold Glove awards, two Cy Young awards and pitched a no-hitter in 1971. In 1968, he was
Gibson was always at his best in October.
impeccable about everything.”
named the National League Most Valuable Player, after posting a 22-9 record, 1.12 ERA, throwing 13
shutouts and recording 268 strikeouts. He In
was elected
to the
HallWorld
of Fame on Series,
the first
Game
1National
of theBaseball
1968
he
Villamonte’s second memory
came
ballot in 1981 and
in 1999at
wasthe
voted by baseball fans to Major League Baseball’s All-Century Team. The
Hall of Fame called Gibson “the very definition
of intimidation,
competitiveness
and
dignity.“out
Gibsona World
threw
144
pitches
and
struck
conclusion of the Face event.
was a star in both basketball and baseball at Omaha Technical High School and also was a two-sport star
Series-record
17, was
including
all three
athlete at
Creighton
sports experience
in basketball, where
he spent Detroit
“At the end of the night,
Bob
andUniversity.
his His first professional
a year as a member of the Harlem Globetrotters. His roommate was Meadowlark Lemon. He was drafted
in the
ninth
inning.
by thethe
St. Louis
Cardinals
and soon movedTigers
from the minor
leagues
to the major
league roster. Two of his
wife (Wendy) were among
last
to
leave,
roasters via videotape were famous former Gibson teammates: New York Yankees Manager Joe Torre
InwerehisSt. Louis
HallCardinals
of Fame
the
and Fox
Sports broadcaster
Tim McCarver. Both
catchersinduction,
for Gibson. McCarver
as they were being gracious
hosts
to all who
greeted Gibson from Fenway Park in Boston,
where Gibson
won games
one and“the
seven ofvery
the 1967
World
plaque
called
Gibson
definition
of
attended,” Villamonte said.
asked
Bobwas a roaster and
Series.“I
Actor
John Beasley
Doug Parrott was the emcee. The crowd included basketball
legend Bob Boozer, Heisman Trophy winner
Johnny Rodgers and competitiveness
Mayor Mike Fahey.
intimidation,
and dignity.”
if I could buy him a drink,
and Wendy
Gibson excelled in both basketball and
answered, ‘Absolutely, we will have a glass of
baseball
at Omaha Technical High School
wine with Mr. Villamonte.’
and
also
was a two-sport star athlete at
“Bob seemed reluctant, but he and Wendy
Creighton University. His first professional
sat and had a glass of red wine with me. I
sports experience was in basketball,
shared with him how I watched his World
where he spent a year as a member of the
Series victories with my late father. Bob
Harlem Globetrotters. His roommate was
seemed to relax for the first time all night.
Meadowlark Lemon.
Good memory!”
The family hopes to hold a celebration of
Two of Gibson’s roasters came as videos
life
for Gibson in the near future with details
from two of his former catchers with the
to be announced. Memorials are suggested to
Cardinals – Joe Torre, then manager of the
No Footprint Too Small, 4740 A St., Suite
New York Yankees, and Tim McCarver,
200, Lincoln, NE 68510; or to Boys & Girls
a broadcaster for Fox Sports. McCarver
delivered his video roast from Fenway Park in Clubs of the Midlands, 2610 Hamilton St.,
Omaha, NE 68131.
Boston.

By Tom O'Connor
Communications Committee

B

OPC Hosts
2nd District
Congressional
Debate
Communications Committee

S

wing the velvet hammer—as opposed
to taking the gloves off.
That seemed to be the operative
theme for both the incumbent and
challenger in the 2nd District U.S. House
race at an Oct. 8 Omaha Press Club debate.
Republican Rep. Don Bacon and
Democrat Kara Eastman tussled before a
small, pandemic-limited group of attendees
at the special event, which was moderated
by longtime WOWT anchor/reporter Brian
Mastre and sponsored by the League of
Women Voters.
Among the topics covered: healthcare expansion, the Supreme Court,
bipartisanship in Washington, and the
ongoing battle against COVID-19.
The jabs came early and often from each
side of the socially distanced dais, but never
sailed into constant-interruption, no-holdsbarred, presidential-debate territory.
“We’re already paying for outrageous
health-care costs,” Eastman asserted in an
initial phase of the debate. “I want to make
sure every American has health care.”
Bacon countered that Eastman’s healthcare plan would result in Americans seeing
their current plans taken away—a claim
Eastman disputed as untrue.
“Let’s improve the system, not throw it
under the bus,” Bacon said.
Each candidate appeared to want to make
the policy differences between them stand
out to the greatest degree possible. Each also
averred they would be the best at reaching
across the aisle to get things done.
Their differences burst out into the open
during a back-and-forth about helping small
businesses recover from the economic impact
of the pandemic, as well as on environmental
issues.
“I support incentivizing behavior to
lower emissions,” Bacon said while citing his
support for renewable energy.
Eastman called Bacon’s claims into
question, however, responding that Bacon “is
not a champion for the environment by any
means.”

NOVEMBER 2020

PAGE 3

d

Scott Darling led OPC and foundation
By Anne Walsh
Communications Committee

considerate way. He was very knowledgeable
about our business and public relations.”
Darling, 71, died from complications
undreds of tributes that followed
related to colon cancer on Oct. 15. He
the passing of Scott Darling, former
graduated from Omaha Benson High
president of the Omaha Press Club
School and the University of Nebraska at
and OPC Foundation, testify to a man well Omaha, where he met Trudy Ford. Married
loved and respected:
for 49 years, their family includes sons
Always happy. Positive. Kind, loving and Matt and his wife, Elizabeth (Omaha); Ben
compassionate. Most decent. Always there
and his wife, Caroline (Omaha), and Nate
for the right reasons. Too nice for words.
(Lebanon, N.J.). Son Nicholas preceded
Bigger than life. Genuine. If everyone lived
Scott in death. His grandchildren include
their life like Scott did, the world would be a Jacob, Lily, Charlotte, Thomas, Nicholas,
better place.
Maxwell, Evelyn and Charles.
OPC Manager Christine Villamonte
Darling worked for Woodmen of the
echoes the praise. “Both Steve (executive
World for 33 years, retiring in 2007 as vice
director) and I adored him. Scott was OPC
president for communications. Although his
president in 2003, and with the Villamontes degree was in business, his “respect for the
only three years in managing the club, he
art of journalism was profound; he loved
directly impacted our decisions in such a
the storytelling, learning and people,” said

H

PHONE 402-345-8008 FOR RESERVATIONS
Past Presidents Dinner

Monthly Winemaker’s
Dinner

Price: $30

Members $60 • Non-members $75

Nov. 19, 2020 • 6 p.m.

Soup
Lobster Bisque
Amuse
Thunnderbird Salad
in Parmesan Cup
Sorbet
Mango
Entreé
Surf & Turf
Loaded Twice-Baked Potato
Asparagus
Dessert
Chocolate Soufflé

Page 4

NOVEMBER 2020

Nov. 20, 2020 • 6 p.m.
Appetizer
Grilled Duck Breast,
Cabernet Plum Sauce
Wine
Amuse
Butternut Squash Soup
Wine

Salad
Fall Endive Julienne Pear, Candied Pecans,
Shaved Parmesan &
Thunderbird Dressing
Wine
Sorbet
Pumpkin
Dual Entreé
Dried Cranberry Stuffed Boneless Pork Loin
With a Templeton Peppercorn Glaze;
Spanish-Style Garlic Shrimp, Bohemian
Cabbage, Garlic-Buttered Fingerling Potatoes
Wine
Dessert
Harvest Baked Apple en Croute: Granny
Smith In Puff Pastry, Whipped Crème
Fraiche & Caramel
Wine

Scott Darling
son Matt. “My dad treasured his time with
the OPC Foundation and its advocacy for
journalism scholarships and students. He
adamantly believed in the free press and First
Amendment rights.”
During his career at Woodmen, Darling
landed another gig: a bit part in the 2002
comedy-drama film, “About Schmidt.”
Directed by Omaha native Alexander Payne
and starring Jack Nicholson, Darling appears
in a retirement dinner scene for Nicholson’s
character. Part of the movie was filmed in
and around the Woodmen headquarters,
and Darling enjoyed showing Nicholson the
tower, visiting with employees.
“During my dad’s scene, he raised his
wine glass in a toast, but was so flustered
he couldn’t figure out where to set it down
– so he just took another drink,” said Matt,
whose brother Nate recently took their
father’s prized “About Schmidt” movie
poster back with him to New Jersey.
Darling enjoyed traveling with friends
and was a dedicated community volunteer.
In addition to the Omaha Press Club and
OPC Foundation, he was involved with
the Business Ethics Alliance; American Red
Cross; Douglas County Historical Society;
Omaha Hearing School; Kids Can; Omaha
Presbyterian Foundation, and the University
of Nebraska Medical Center College as a
“practice patient.”
But his greatest devotion was to his
family. In the months preceding his death,
Darling made videos of himself to share
with his grandchildren on their special days,
“so Grandpa can be there with them,” said
Matt. On his last day, he gave something to
each of his sons and passed away holding his
wife’s hand.

Former OPC Face, Dave Karnes, dies at age 71
By Tom O’Connor
Communications Committee

After his wife’s death, Dave Karnes
founded Liz’s Legacy, a charity dedicated to
funding cancer research in partnership with
the University of Nebraska Medical Center.
ave Karnes – a devoted family man
He also helped launch Kicks for a Cure,
deeply involved in Omaha’s civic,
a soccer fundraising event that benefited
legal and charitable communities –
died Oct. 25 in Boston following a four-year UNMC cancer research as well as the hereditary cancer research program at Creighton
battle with cancer. In 1998, Karnes and
University.
his late wife, Liz, were honored as the 74th
Both Liz’s Legacy and Kicks for a Cure
“Face on the Barroom Floor” by the Omaha
Press Club. At the time, Karnes was the sixth continue today, and have combined to raise
nearly $5 million for cancer research at
U.S. senator to end up on the Press Club
floor.
In 1987, when Nebraska Sen. Ed
Zorinsky died suddenly, Karnes was tabbed
as a surprise choice by Gov. Kay Orr, a
Republican, to fill out the Democrat’s term.
Knowing that Bob Kerrey, a young and
charismatic former governor, was planning
to run for the Senate seat in 1988, Orr chose
Karnes as a young man with an attractive
family background to take on Kerrey.
When Karnes was introduced by Orr at
his introductory press conference, he was
accompanied by his wife and four young
daughters. He said, “I’m probably not a
politician. I’m basically just an individual.
Dave Karnes
The bottom line is I love Nebraska.”
Kerrey defeated Karnes in the 1988
the Fred & Pamela Buffett Cancer Center
Senate race, and Karnes never again sought
at UNMC/Nebraska Medicine, said Tom
political office. In 1989, he joined Kutak
Thompson, senior director of development
Rock immediately after his Senate tenure
for the University of Nebraska Foundation.
ended and served as the firm’s principal
“All of Dave's four daughters with Liz
federal legislative and executive branch
were active in athletics,” Thompson said.
lobbyist for more than 28 years. Among his
clients were local government organizations, “Leading a healthy lifestyle was always a key
message with Dave. With the soccer connecnonprofits and health-care organizations.
tion, Kicks for a Cure really became a pasKarnes was on the founding board
sion for him in his cancer-focused outreach.”
of the Omaha Children’s Museum and
Karnes graduated from Benson
over the years served on numerous other
High School in 1967 and earned his
charitable boards, including Methodist
undergraduate and law degrees at the
Hospital, Omaha Home for Boys and the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, where he
local chapter of the National Conference of
Christians and Jews, now known as Inclusive also competed on the swimming team.
Following law school, Karnes returned to
Communities.
Omaha to practice law. In 1981, the Karnes
Karnes also served on the 1996
family moved to Washington, D.C., after
committee that helped launch Division I
Dave earned a White House Fellowship –
hockey at the University of Nebraska at
only the second Nebraskan to receive that
Omaha. In 2018, he was appointed by
honor.
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert to the Omaha
When the Karnes family returned to
Airport Authority Board, a position that
Omaha, Dave Karnes became general coundecades earlier had been held by Liz.
sel for Scoular Grain Co. He also was apA longtime member of the District 66/
pointed to the board of the region’s Federal
Westside school board, Liz Karnes waged a
Home Loan Bank, which supports mortgage
public, 12-year battle with ovarian cancer
lending and other community development.
before it claimed her life in 2003.

D

Some of the highlights of the 1998 Face
event honoring Dave and Liz included:
• Artist Jim Horan depicted Westside High
School as a castle, poking fun at the people
who complained that the new school was
too luxurious.
• The couple was pictured running down a
boardwalk, representing the different boards
of businesses and community organizations
on which they served.
• Many jokes were made about Liz’s limited
cooking skills, and David’s chronic tardiness.
• Dave said when he wanted to hide a gift
for Liz, he put it in the oven.
• One of the roasters, Richard Dooling, said
Liz was replacing her kitchen with vending
machines.
A longtime OPC member, Karnes also
performed in the annual Omaha Press Club
Show.
In 2008, Karnes married Kristine Dorn, a
fellow attorney at Kutak Rock. He and Dorn
had two daughters.
Funeral services are pending.
Face deaths numerous in 2020
The deaths of Bob Gibson and David
Karnes marked the sixth and seventh “Face
on the Barroom Floor” honorees to die in
2020.
The list of Face honorees to pass in 2020
has included:
• Charles (Chuck) Trimble, Native
American activist (March 2, 2020) – Face
No. 69, 1997;
• Rev. Val Peter, Boys Town executive
director (June 30, 2020) – Face No. 58,
1994;
• Alan Simon, Omaha Steaks chairman
(July 11, 2020) – Face No. 118, 2008;
• Herman Cain, Godfather’s Pizza CEO
(July 30, 2020) – Face No. 56, 1994;
• Gale Sayers, football legend (Sept. 23,
2020) – Face No. 94, 2004;
• Bob Gibson, baseball legend (Oct. 2,
2020) – Face No. 96, 2004; and
• Dave Karnes, attorney/community
leader/U.S. senator (Oct. 25, 2020) – Face
No. 74, 1998.
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Honeybees a vital link in the food chain
hive, maintaining a hive temperature of 94
degrees, and making honey. One worker
bee produces about 1/12 teaspoon of honey
during its life, making it hard to believe that
ob Cook, beekeeper and member of
a bee colony may produce 60 to 100 pounds
the Omaha Bee Club board of directors, spoke at the Omaha Press Club's of honey each year.
Drones are males whose only function is
Noon Forum on Oct. 15. The Omaha Bee
to fertilize a queen bee. The role of a queen
Club started 10 years ago and focuses on
educating club members, teaching the public bee is reproduction. A queen bee may lay
1,000 to 1,500 eggs a day.
through community presentations, and
educating individuals interested in beekeeping. At the forum, Cook discussed honeybee
colonies, the importance of honeybees in agriculture, the honeybee population's decline,
and beekeeping challenges.
Honeybees are not native to North
America. Europeans brought them over
around 1622 for honey and beeswax for
candles. According to Cook, “There are
now over 4,000 species of native bees in
North America, but the honeybee is the only
Bob Cook. Photos by Angella Arndt.
species that makes honey.”
Honeybee colonies are superorganisms, a
Honeybees produce honey but are also
social unit of animals that are an organized
crucial for pollination. Cook noted that
society and function as one body. The bees
communicate about and perform their roles "Approximately 100 crops worldwide are
grown for food, and honeybees pollinate 70
concerning pollen scouting, food storage,
to 80 percent of those."
hive temperature regulation, reproduction
Pollination has become more difficult
and self-defense. Honeybee hives contain
due to changes in farming practices and the
three types of bees—drones, workers and a
queen, each with their specific roles and du- use of commercial fertilizers and pesticides.
Monoculture, or growing only one type of
ties.
crop (i.e., corn or beans) during a plantWorker bees are female and, as their
ing season, has become a common farming
name implies, perform the necessary work
practice. Lack of crop diversity destroys soil
to maintain the colony. This work includes
nutrients. Chemicals and pesticides used to
secreting wax used in the hive, scouting
replace lost soil nutrients and prevent crop
for pollen and nectar, feeding and caring
damage further destroy the soil's health. Bees
for the queen and larvae, removing debris
are exposed to these chemicals, resulting in
and dead bees from the hive, defending the

By Angella Arndt
Communications Committee

B

less healthy bees. Honeybees need a variety
of pollen types to obtain their nutrients and
stay healthy.
Natural habitats are declining due to
continued urban, suburban and agricultural
development. The decline of habitats
means losing clover and native flowers, and
honeybees must travel farther to find pollen.
Bees usually forage within a two-mile radius
but can travel up to four miles, although this
is hard on the bees and shortens their life
span.
"Honeybees are nature's best pollinator,
and less pollination impacts the quality of
our food," Cook asserted. Furthermore, the
demand for honeybees presents commercial
beekeepers with one of their biggest challenges.
California is the largest almond producer
in the world, and almonds need honeybees
for pollination. Approximately 2.5 million
hives of honeybees are brought to California every year. Transporting bees across the
country is difficult, and bees are exposed to
parasites and diseases during pollination.
Historically, commercial beekeepers experienced a 5 percent loss of hives each winter,
but that number rose to between 40% and
50% in recent years. Beekeepers face the
difficult challenge of maintaining sufficient,
healthy beehives as their profit margins are
decreasing.
Cook believes that "beekeepers are
caretakers," whose job is to help maintain
healthy honeybee populations. Beekeeping is
his hobby, and he has beehives in Fontenelle
Forest and several other locations in the
Bellevue area.

An evening of wine, food and fellowship

T

he OPC Winemaker's Dinner on
Oct. 10 featured six courses and five
wines. Approximately two dozen
guests enjoyed selections such as a flavorful hazelnut crust salmon with balsamic
basil arugula, melt-in-your-mouth filet
mignon with a bourbon demi-glaze, and an
assortment of handmade chocolate truffles. A different wine complemented each
course. Kudos to Steve, Christine and their
team for hosting a memorable and delicious
evening. The next Winemaker’s Dinner will
be Friday, Nov. 20.
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Shatel lunch zeroes in on Husker football
By Tom O'Connor
Communications Committee

“needs to get to the next level.”
• Concerned that the Huskers may be short
on receivers – “I’m not sure why. Mike
he Shatel Lunch Series on Oct. 27
Riley (former Husker coach) used to nab
explored Nebraska’s loss to Ohio
receivers like he was at a grocery store durState and provided insights into what ing a snowstorm.”
might lie ahead for the Cornhuskers this
• The Huskers seem to be solid in the
year.
placekicking and punting area.
Tom Shatel, Omaha World-Herald
• Ohio State’s offense is “national champisports columnist and host of the popular
onship good,” but not the defense.
lunch series, left the Ohio State game with
The COVID-19 pandemic has stuck
several key observations:
college football in “the twilight zone,”
• Impressed with Luke McCaffrey, the
Shatel said. “I look at this season as a big
backup quarterback. “Luke is a lot like Mc- spring football game. Nebraska needs to
Kenzie Milton (Scott Frost’s quarterback
beat either Wisconsin (now canceled), Iowa
at the University of Central Florida when
or Minnesota to have a successful year.”
UCF went undefeated in 2017). Milton
He noted that college bowl games won’t
used to zigzag across the field …. was hard be the same this year.
to corral and drove people crazy.” He noted
“Bowl games are Chamber of Comthat McCaffrey also reminds him of Eric
merce events,” Shatel said. “They want
Crouch, when he first got to Nebraska in
people to come down, play golf, eat, drink
1999 and was a breakaway threat playing
and stay in hotel rooms for $400 a night.
receiver.
That’s not going to happen (with people
• “The front seven on defense looked really concerned about the virus).”
good. They played aggressively, attacked.
When it was suggested that the Huskers
They were no nonsense …. had a ‘we’re not were victimized by several bad calls by ofgoing to take it any more’ attitude.”
ficials in the Ohio State game, Shatel didn’t
• Starting quarterback Adrian Martinez
take the bait.

“The older I get, the more I think you
have to play above the officiating,” he said.
“There are a ton of plays during a game.
The officials are human. Why do we expect
them to be perfect? They are going to make
mistakes just like the players make mistakes.”
Shatel noted that one rule he dislikes is
ejecting players for targeting. “I don’t know
what targeting is,” he said. “They call it
differently every Saturday. They’re just playing hard, playing football. Ejection is too
harsh.”
Looking to the future, Shatel predicted
that some of Omaha’s top sporting events
– the College World Series, the Olympic
Swim Trials, and the U.S. Senior Open –
will return in 2021. “We are just going to
ease our way into them,” he said.
He wrapped up by forecasting big things
for Nebraska volleyball (“John Cook might
have his all-time greatest team. They are
loaded.”) and Creighton basketball (“They
have a Final Four-like team.”).

https://omahapressclub.com/.
The Omaha Press Club restaurant is
unique in comparison with many other
during the continuing pandemic. We are
facilities. We require reservations and can
open from Monday through Friday from
accommodate social distancing with ease
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. for regular lunch, and
on Thursday nights --RSVP only – we offer due to the layout of the restaurant. This is
a value for dining out with regards to your
our “2-for-1” Prime Rib Dinner Special.
Our Family Meal Friday has been popu- health and safety.
Dues vital
lar, and we are now offering the curbside
Even if you are not taking advantage of
option every Friday, changing the menu
our dine-in or takeout opportunities, we
weekly.
appreciate you continuing to support the
Traditionally the club hosts a quarterly
wine dinner. For the next few months OPC club by paying your dues. Due to the type
of club we are, we have not been eligible
will do a monthly wine dinner. The next
wine event will be Friday, Nov. 20 (see the for the government’s Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) that many Omaha restaumenu on Page 4). The Tom Shatel Lunch
Series is popular, and sports fans really get rants have taken advantage of. Therefore,
our dues revenue is especially vital to our
an inside look. Watch for events on our
survival during these difficult times.
webpage, RSVP or place your order to go.
We want to be here for you in 2021 to
For our Takeout, Delivery, Curbside
celebrate our 50th anniversary of the club –
or Family Deal Friday online ordering:
https://www.toasttab.com/omahapressclub/ and we need your help to do so.
The best way to contact me during this
v3 or log on to our website: 		

time is via email, opcdirector@gmail.com.
Thank you and see you at the club,

T

Villamonte, continued from Page 1

Steve L Villamonte Sr. CEC, BS
Executive Director
Omaha Press Club
402-345-8008
Note: It is important to make reservations as we are scheduling staff
according to the number of RSVPs!

Steve Villamonte
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TRUSTEES

Elaine Allen
Chris Christen
Wendy Townley
Mike Holmes
Howard K. Marcus
Peggy Rupprecht
Hugh Reilly
Joseph Weber

Hours of Operation
WE’RE ONLINE! READ YOUR OPC
NEWSLETTER AT OMAHAPRESSCLUB.COM
...............................................................
402-345-8587
Fax ................................................................... 402-345-0114
Restaurant ........................................................ 402-345-8008
Website ..............................................www.omahapressclub.org

Lunch
Monday – Friday ............. 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Bar
Tuesday – Saturday .............4:30 p.m. to Close
Dinner
Thursday – Saturday ...........5:30 p.m. to Close

Hours of Operation

.EVENTS.
Omaha Press Club

Wednesday, Nov. 11
Veterans Day
Club closed
Thursday Nov. 5, 12, 19
2-for-1 Prime Rib Special
$38 (tax, gratuity not included)
Thursday, Nov. 19
Noon Forum
Rudy Smith photo book
11:30 a.m. lunch
Noon to 1 p.m. speakers
$17
Thursday, Nov. 19
Past Presidents Dinner
6 p.m., $30
Friday, Nov. 20
Winemaker’s Dinner
6 p.m.
Members $60
Non-members $75

Thursday, Nov. 26-27
NEWSLETTER
Thanksgiving
Day
................................................................
Tamsen Butler
LUNCHEditor
Don Summerside
................................................................
Copy Editor
Club
closed
Monday
- Friday
............................................................... 402-345-8587
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Fax ...................................................................
402-345-0114
Friday, Dec. 11
Winemaker’s Dinner
Submissions for the
February issue are due on or before
Jan.RIB
20.NIGHT
PRIME
6 p.m.
Nov. 5, 12, 19
Members $60
5:30 p.m. to close
Non-members $75
Friday, Dec. 20
Santa Brunch
Seatings at 10 a.m., 12:30 p.m.
Multi-course plated menu

OMAHA PRESS CLUB STAFF

Thursday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve
Club closes at 2 p.m.

Executive Director
Steve Villamonte............opcdirector@gmail.com

Friday, Dec. 25
Christmas Day
Club closed

Restaurant and Events Manager
Christine Villamonte...... opcchristine@gmail.com
Office......................................... 402-345-8587
Restaurant.................................. 402-345-8008
Website............................... omahapressclub.com

Thursday, Dec. 31
New Year’s Eve
Seatings at 5:30p.m. & 8 p.m.
The current
minimum
quarter
Multi-course
plated
menuends March 31, 2013.

Reminder!

Are you looking for a perfect party setting? A lunch surrounded by brilliance?
A dinner your guests will always remember? Keep the OPC in mind.

CANCELLATION POLICY: All reservations must be cancelled 48 HOURS in advance.

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

Sandra Tursi ................................ Graphics Editor
Tom O’Connor................................... Proofreader
Don Summerside...............................Copy Editor

Submissions for the December
issue are due on or before November 20.
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