
Do Nebraskans need  protection from 
potential voter fraud?
 The April 11 Noon Education Forum 

will feature two Lincoln attorneys – Robert 
Evnen, who is Nebraska's secretary of state, 
and John Cartier, who is director of Voter 
Rights – Civic Nebraska, a nonprofit advocate 
for democratic institutions.
 Bob Evnen, who was elected last Novem-
ber, plans to introduce a voter ID plan in 
the 2020 legislative session. He plans to look 
at other state ID laws prior to introducing a 
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Voter ID will  be April Forum topic

‘Face’ event details
WHEN: Saturday, April 13 – 

reception-5:30 p.m.; 
dinner-6:30 p.m.; roast-8 p.m.

COST: $45 for Omaha Press Club 
members; $55 for non-members

RSVP: Call the Omaha Press Club 
at 402-345-8008. Members can 

charge to their OPC account. Non-
members need to provide credit card 

information.

Continue on Page 2

Omaha’s Henry 
Doorly Zoo:  
an update

Prominent Omaha couple to be 
next ‘Face’ on April 13

The Noon Edu-
cation Forum 
on Thursday, 

March 21 will fea-
ture Dr. Dennis Pate, 
director of Omaha’s 
Henry Doorly Zoo 
and Aquarium, as he 
provides an update 
on the zoo’s expan-
sion and construc-
tion projects. The 
zoo is nationally renowned for its leadership in 
animal conservation and research.  
 Evolving from the public Riverview Park 
Zoo established in 1894, today the zoo includes 
several notable exhibits. It features the largest 
cat complex in North America; Kingdoms 
of the Night is the world's largest nocturnal 
exhibit and indoor swamp; the Lied Jungle is 
one of the world's largest indoor rainforests; 
and the Desert Dome is one of the world's larg-
est indoor deserts, as well as the largest glazed 
geodesic dome in the world. 
 The zoo is Nebraska’s top paid attendance 
attraction and has welcomed more than 25 mil-
lion visitors over the past 40 years.
 The program begins promptly at noon and 
continues until 1 p.m. The $17 per person 
charge includes lunch, served beginning at 
11:30 a.m.
 Call 402-345-8008 for reservations or  
jeaniec@opc.omhcoxmail.com. Non-Press Club 
members are welcome.

By Tom O'Connor
Communications Committee

An Omaha couple that has left an 
indelible mark on the commu-
nity over the past three decades 

– Thomas and Aileen Warren – will be 
honored April 13 as the Omaha Press 
Club’s 160th “Face on the Barroom 
Floor.”
 Thomas Warren has served as presi-
dent and CEO of the Urban League 
of Nebraska (ULN) since 2008, after 
retiring from a 24-year career with the 
Omaha Police Department including his 
final four years as chief of police.
 Since 2014, Aileen Warren has served 
as assistant vice chancellor, business and 
finance, and director of human resources 
for the University of Nebraska Medical 

Noon Forum on March 21

Thomas and Aileen Warren have been longtime community leaders 
Center. Prior to this, she worked at First 
Data Corporation for 17 years, where 
she attained the title of vice president 
of human resources. Her previous work 
experience also includes positions at First 
National Bank of Omaha and World-
Com.
 “We couldn’t be more honored – or 
excited – to receive this recognition,” the 
Warrens said. “We are quite aware of the 
illustrious people who have preceded us 
on the barroom floor, and we are hum-
bled to be included among them. We 
can’t wait for the fun to begin and know 
it will be quite an evening.”
 Their roasters will include a former 

Photo by Rich Watson, UNMC
Aileen and  Thomas Warren have been a couple since junior high 

Dr. Dennis Pate

Nebraska proposal. Prior to being elected last 
November, Evnen was a labor attorney practic-
ing law in Lincoln for more than 40 years. He 
also is a former member of the State Board of 
Education. 
 Cartier is skilled in journalism, legal writ-
ing, government relations and experienced in 
working in the public policy industry.  Cur-
rently he serves on the Lincoln Public School 
Advisory Committee. 
 Please join us for this highly informative 
discussion from noon to 1 p.m. on Thursday, 

April 11. Call 402-345-8008 for reservations 
or  jeaniec@opc.omhcoxmail.com. Non-Press 
Club members are welcome.

Bob Evnen John Cartier
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Face on the Floor, continued from Page 1

The complete slate of “Face on the Bar-
room Floor” honorees for 2019 has been 
set. They are:
April 13 – Thomas and Aileen Warren
May 16 – Tom Shatel, Omaha World-
Herald sports columnist
Sept. 27 – Jeff Zeleny, Nebraska native 
and chief White House correspondent for 
CNN
November (exact date to be determined) 
– Rachel Jacobson, executive director, Film 
Streams
 Please add these dates to your calendar 
and look for more details in upcoming is-
sues of OPC News. 

Cathy Hughes, chairwoman of Urban 
One – the nation’s largest distributer of 
radio, TV and digital programming for 
black audiences – will be inducted into the 
Broadcasting Hall of Fame by the National 
Association of Broadcasters. The induction 
will take place on April 8 at the Encore in 
Las Vegas at the NAB’s Achievement in 
Broadcasting Dinner.
 An Omaha native, Hughes was honored 
last May as the Omaha Press Club’s 157th 
“Face on the Barroom Floor.”
 With 59 broadcast stations across the 
country, Urban One is the largest African-
American owned, diversified media cor-
poration in the nation. With a net worth 
estimated at $450 million, Hughes is the 
second-wealthiest black woman in America 
behind Oprah Winfrey.
 She is best known for pioneering 24-
hour talk from a black perspective. Her 
program, “Quiet Storm,” revolutionized 
urban radio and aired on more than 480 
stations nationwide. Howard University 
in Washington, D.C. named its School of 
Communications in her honor.

STROTHERT, continued from Page 1

Honorees in 2019

Former ‘Face,’ Cathy 
Hughes, enters Broad-
casting Hall of Fame

“Face on the Barroom Floor,” an elected 
official, two business executives and the 
Warrens’ daughter. 
 The former “Face” is Brenda Coun-
cil (No. 62 in 1995), who is a former 
state senator and now adolescent health 
project manager for the Women’s Fund of 
Omaha. Council is the sister of Thomas 
Warren. The elected official is John Ew-
ing, Douglas County treasurer. The two 
business executives are Jason Hanson, 
senior vice president, American National 
Bank, and Ivan Gilreath, CEO, Boys 
and Girls Club of the Midlands. One of 
the Warrens’ three children, Jessica (Jay) 
Warren-Teamer, will round out the roast-
ers. She is community affairs coordinator 
for Mutual of Omaha. 
 Over the past decade, Thomas War-
ren has transformed the ULN. When he 
began in 2008, the ULN was struggling 
with eight full-time employees and was 
operating with a deficit. The revital-
ized organization now has 34 full-time 
employees, 24 part-time employees, a 
$3 million operating budget and a cash 
reserve. A traditional civil rights organi-
zation that advocates for social justice, 
the ULN also administers programs in 
education/youth development, employ-
ment/career services and violence preven-
tion.  
 Warren was the first African-American 
to serve as chief of police with OPD. 
During his tenure, he was able to improve 
police-community relations, enhance the 
professional image of the department and 
reduce the overall crime rate in  Omaha 
for four consecutive years. In 2007, OPD 
was recognized by the U.S. Department 
of Justice as the “Local Law Enforce-
ment Agency of the Year” for its Project 
Safe Neighborhoods violence reduction 
strategy.
 Warren serves on the board of direc-
tors of the Omaha Chamber of Com-
merce, the Omaha Community Foun-
dation, Heartland Workforce Solutions 
(Workforce Development), 75 North 
Community Revitalization, Partner-
ship for Kids, Durham Museum and the 

Omaha Police Foundation. He also holds 
board or trustee positions with American 
National Bank, the University of Nebras-
ka Foundation and Creighton University 
and is on the community board of advi-
sors for CHI.
 In her current position, Aileen Warren 
provides leadership and strategic direc-
tion for all HR functions at UNMC, 

including employee benefits and well-
ness, employee relations, organizational 
development, staffing, compensation, 
records management, diversity and HR 
technology. The budgetary and opera-
tional oversight of the UNMC Center for 
Healthy Living and the Child Develop-
ment Center also fall under her areas of 
responsibility.
 She is currently on the boards and 
serves as an executive committee member 
of the Omaha Home for Boys, Institute 
for Career Advancement Needs (ICAN) 
and the Women’s Fund of Omaha. She 
also is on the Boys and Girls Club of the 
Midlands Executive Scholarship Com-
mittee. 
 Active in the community, she has been 
involved with numerous other organi-
zations including the Omaha Rotary, 
American Red Cross, Family Services, 
Girls Inc., Human Resources Association 
of the Midlands and Catholic Chari-
ties. She received the Woman of the Year 
Award and the National Service to Youth 
Award from the Boys and Girls Club. She 
was named a Viking of Distinction by 
Omaha North High School. 
 The Warrens recently were selected to 
Aksarben’s annual Court of Honor. This 
is a recognition given to individuals who 
contribute to their community and excel 
in their respective fields, such as arts, 
business, industry, education and sports. 
 Both  Warrens hold master’s degrees 
from the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha – Thomas in criminal justice and 
Aileen in social work. Both are alums of 
the Leadership Omaha program through 
the Greater Omaha Chamber of Com-
merce. 
 The Warrens have been a couple since 
junior high. Both have excelled in athlet-
ics. Thomas played football for Morning-
side College and has been inducted into 
the Omaha Technical High School Hall 
of Fame and the Omaha Public Schools 
Sports Hall of Fame. Aileen keeps active 
by jogging and has completed the Chi-
cago Marathon and three half-marathons. 
 The Warrens have three children – 
Jessica (Jay), Thomas Jr. and Alexandra 
– and one grandson, Evan Thomas.  



father, Sam J. Howell, served in the 
Nebraska Legislature in the 1930s, 
and her great-grandfather, Edward 
E. Howell, served on the Omaha 
City Council and in the Legislature 
during the late 1800s and early 
1900s.
 Anne was married to Mike Boyle, 
Douglas County Board member 

and former Omaha 
mayor. The two were 
charter members and 
supporters of the 
Omaha Press Club, 
with Mike honored 
as the 19th “Face on 
the Barroom Floor” 
in 1982.
 OPC Man-
ager Christine 
Villamonte said the 
Boyles dined at the 
club with friends 
the weekend before 
Anne fell ill. “They 

were great. As usual, Anne talked 
about her kids and grandkids,” said 
Villamonte. “Politics always brought 
a conversation out of her. She did 
what she thought was right, even if 
the party was not always behind her. 
It was one of the many things I ad-
mired about her. She will be deeply 
missed.”
 In addition to husband Mike, 
Anne is survived by five children – 
Maureen Boyle-Manganaro, Mi-
chael, Patrick, James and Maggie 
Aliabadi – and 18 grandchildren.
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The OPC remembers: The OPC remembers: 

Charter club member Anne Boyle 
spent a lifetime in public service

Terry Forsberg
led club in '72

By Anne Walsh
Communications Committee

Former Nebraska Public Service 
Commissioner and Democrat-
ic Party Chair Anne Boyle died 

Feb. 2 at her Omaha home, where 
she had been in hospice care after 
suffering a stroke Jan. 28.
 Boyle, 76, was 
a political force, 
unafraid to work 
across the aisle. She 
advocated for the 
underprivileged, de-
fended consumers, 
mentored women in 
politics and support-
ed LGBTQ rights.
 Her most notable 
political achieve-
ments included 
chairing the Douglas 
County Democratic 
Party from 1972 to 
1974 and the Nebraska Democratic 
Party from 1998 to 2001. A four-
time delegate to the Democratic 
National Convention, she worked 
on numerous political campaigns. 
Boyle was elected to the Nebraska 
Public Service Commission in 1996, 
then re-elected twice to six-year 
terms, serving 18 years until her 
retirement in 2015. 
 Her lifetime in public service car-
ried on the legacy of her well-known 
political family, the Howells. Her 
father was Douglas Country Trea-
surer Sam J. Howell, Jr.; her grand-

Terry 
Fors-
berg, 

president of 
the Omaha 
Press Club in 
1972 during 
its first full 
year atop the 
then-new 
First National 
Bank,  died 
Feb. 15.  He was 78.
 The OPC moved into its new facilities 
in November  1971, and Forsberg,  at the 
time a reporter and anchor for KMTV, 
guided the club the following year. 
  Vice President Spiro T. Agnew visited 
the club in June 1972, where he dedicated 
the club’s Agnew News Conference Room 
(now the Agnew Room for private dining)  
and was honored as the OPC’s 4th “Face 
on the Barroom Floor.” Forsberg moderat-
ed a spirited press conference with Agnew 
on June 10 and presided over the installa-
tion of artist Jim Horan’s Agnew caricature 
on the floor of the restaurant entrance.
 Later in the 1970s, Forsberg left tele-
vision news to become an aide to Mayor 
Al Veys and then the manager of several 
city-run venues: the Civic Auditorium, 
Orpheum Theater and Rosenblatt Stadi-
um.
 In 1992, Forsberg joined Chip Davis 
and Mannheim Steamroller, where he 
handled business management operations 
until his retirement in 2008. 
 To many Omahans, Forsberg may be 
best remembered as the public address 
voice of sports events throughout   the 
community. It all began when he was a 
student at Omaha North High and was 
the PA announcer for Vikings' games.  He  
next moved on to then-Omaha University 
where as a student he began a half-century 
of announcing OU/UNO athletic con-
tests. In addition he was the PA announcer 
of Omaha Royals baseball for 25 years.        
 Forsberg is survived by his wife, Linda; 
sons, David and Grant; and grandchildren, 
Seth, London and Devon. 

Anne Boyle

Terry Forsberg

By Don Summerside
Communications Committee



 The night will begin with a 5:30 p.m. 
cocktail reception followed by the dinner 
at 6:30. The cost of dinner is $35. 
 Call the club at 402-345-8008 for 
reservations.  
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By Henry Cordes
OPC Foundation

Longtime Omaha World-Herald re-
porter Steve Jordon will be among 
the honorees during the annual 

Omaha Press Club Foundation Scholar-
ship Awards Dinner set for Friday, April 
26. 
 Jordon, who retired last year after five 
decades with the paper, will be honored 
with the foundation's Career Achieve-
ment Award. He was best known for his 
work as a business reporter, including 
his coverage of the rise of Warren Buffett 
and Berkshire Hathaway.  
 Another highlight of the evening will 
be the awarding of more than $40,000 
in journalism scholarships to students at 
Creighton University, the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha and the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln.  

Scholarship dinner to honor Steve Jordon

PHONE 402-345-8008 FOR RESERVATIONS

 Quarterly Beermakers Dinner 
March 8, 6 p.m.

$55 members, $65 non-members

Quaff
Cape Cod Crab Croustades 

 OPC Artichoke Dip Croustade
 

Appetizer
Beef Wellington with a 

Portabella Mushroom Madeira

Salad
 Villamonte’s Thunderbird in 

Parmesan Crust
Sorbet

Cranberry Mango

Entrée
Traditional Chicken Kiev 
Rosemary Whip Potatoes

Roasted Parsnip & Spring Carrot

  Signature Dessert
Banana Bread Pudding with a 

Crown Royal Whiskey Cream Caramel

Chef de Cuisine: Steve Villamonte BA, 
CEC (Certified Executive Chef)

 Easter Buffet 
Sunday, April 21

Seatings at 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
Adults $22 • Children $12

Carving Station
Steamship Round of Beef

Whiskey Pepper-Glazed Ham
 

Entrées
Chicken Bourguignon

Lemon Pepper Butter-Baked Tilapia
Eggs Benedict

Lyonnais New Potato
Biscuits & Sausage Gravy

Italian Sausage Cheesy Casserole
Build-Your-Own Omelet

Multi-Topping Buttermilk Pancakes

Salad Display
Thunderbird Salad, Chef Salad, Broc-

coli Salad, Creamy Dill Cucumber Salad, 
Potato Salad, Deviled Eggs, Smoked Salmon 

Chaud-Froid, Continental Fruit Display, 
Continental Cheese Display

  Signature Dessert
Fresh-Baked Cream Puff Profiteroles, Raisin 
Bread Pudding, Fresh-Made Danish, Sticky 

Buns, Chocolate-Dipped Driscoll 
Strawberries & Homemade Coffee Cake

St. Patrick's Day Buffet
Saturday, March 16
11:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Members $15

All-you-can-eat
Fresh Corned Beef

Boiled Cabbage
Irish New Potatoes

Dark Rye Bread & Butter
 

  Dessert
Frosted Brownie

$3 Green Beer

Scholarship Awards Dinner

Friday, April 26
5:30 p.m.

$35

Salad
OPC Famous Thunderbird Salad 

with Sauté Toppings 
 

Entrée
Chicken Veronique

Creamy Risotto
Sautéed Vegetable Medley

Signature Dessert
French Chocolate Mousse in a 

Chocolate Cup Framboise
Raspberry SauceSteve Jordon
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Christine Villamonte

Believe it or not – after nearly 
20 years of never closing due to 
winter weather – the Press Club 

was  finally forced to close twice this past  
month due to blizzard conditions.
 The snowy and cold  beginning to 
2019 has been a hot topic, with the 
punch line usually uttered by a me-
teorologist. But during and after the 
blizzard in late February, everyone had 
stories to tell.  
 As you probably recall, Interstate 80  
in Nebraska was closed for more than 
150 miles after several multi-vehicle 

accidents. A 25-car/semi pileup even 
stranded one of my own family mem-
bers, who happens to be pregnant. 
 Our neighborhood had four-foot 
snowdrifts, with three neighbors and 
three snowblowers plowing for a couple 
hours and helping those who did not 
have a snowblower. My children finally 
understand what we adults dealt with 
growing up in Nebraska with snow, 
snow and more snow.   
 In the First National Bank building, 
many engineers as well as security have 
stayed the night more than once during 
the stormy weather to make sure the 
building systems were operating proper-
ly. Thank you!

* * *
 Last month we lost two of the  Oma-
ha Press Club’s special people, Anne 
Boyle and Terry Forsberg.  Please read 
about them elsewhere in our newsletter.  
 I personally had not met Mr. Fors-
berg,  but he sounded like an all-around 
great person. Anne Boyle left footprints 
wherever she went for the greater good 
of our community, and she will be 
remembered as one of the club’s best 

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  M A N A G E R

friends.

* * *
 On the March special events sched-
ule, we will have  a craft beer tasting on 
the 8th,  the St. Pat’s Irish buffet on the  
16th  (all day and into the night)  and 
Lenten season dining every Friday. The 
latter will offer fish specials and vegetar-
ian options starting on Ash Wednesday, 
March 6.  My personal seafood favorite 
is the stuffed tilapia beurre blanc served 
with creamy risotto and a vegetable.   
 As I write this, springtime seems so 
far away. But ladies, let’s start dreaming 
of spring dresses and sandals. Easter is 
later this year, April 21, with our Easter 
Sunday buffet offering two seatings, 10 
a.m. and 12:30 pm.  
 Our annual Scholarship and Awards 
Dinner is April 26. See Henry Cordes’  
column on Page 4 for details. It’s always 
a great night to honor some well-deserv-
ing guests and special honorees.  

-- Christine Jones Villamonte
Restaurant and events manager

Parking Reminder

OPC members receive 
up to two hours of free 
parking in the Central 

City Garage, directly west of 
the club at 122 N. 17th St., 
during the workday and free 
parking in the evenings from 5 
p.m. to 2 a.m. with validation. 
 Members can still receive up 
to two hours of validated park-
ing in the DoubleTree Hotel 
garage from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

No validated parking is avail-
able in the DoubleTree garage 
after 5 p.m. However, you 
may still park in that garage 
in the evenings if you wish to 
self-pay.
 In the Central City Garage, 
members may park free in any 
space on the rooftop level at 
lunchtime, and in any space 
from #142 on up after 5 p.m. 
To reach the OPC, take the 

garage elevator to the basement 
level (marked B on the eleva-
tor). Follow the signs east and 
proceed through the tunnel 
into the First National Bank 
and just a few steps more to 
the elevators.

Important: Bring your park-
ing ticket to the club for 
validation.
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2019 - 2020 Officers

Jeremy Maskel
President

Ralston Public Schools

Tom Shatel
President-elect

Omaha World-Herald

Dale Ervin
Treasurer

First National Bank

Bridget (Weide) Brooks
Secretary

Image Building Communications

D.C. "Woody" Bradford
Immediate past president

Houghton Bradford Whitted

Board of Directors
(2018-2020)
Allen Beermann Nebraska Press Association
Jocelyn Houston YMCA of Greater Omaha 
Roger Humphries                    Roger Humphries Photography 
Gary Willis                                  NP Dodge Real Estate 
Cindy Workman Creighton University
Liz Hruska Nebraska Legislative Fiscal Office

(2019-2021)
Chris Allen UNO
Kristyna Engdahl                     MECA 
Melissa Hoeman                      Nebraska Medicine 
Erin Johnson First National Bank
Mike McKnight WOWT

Communications Committee

Susan Eustice • Cindy Workman

 Don Summerside • Gary Willis • Chris Allen 

Jennifer Bull • Karen Way • Tom O’Connor 

Anne Walsh • Sandra Tursi • Hunter Samuels

 
Committee Chairs

Communications Gary Willis, Cindy Workman
Education Gary Kerr
Executive Committee Jeremy Maskel, Tom Shatel,  Bridget  
                                           (Weide) Brooks & D.C. “Woody” Bradford 
“Face on the Barroom Floor” Tom O’Connor
Hall of Fame Marcia Cady
Marketing / Membership Bridget (Weide) Brooks,  
 Kathleen Al-Marhoon

OPC Foundation
 

Elaine Allen
President

Wendy Townley
Vice President

Bridget (Weide) Brooks
2nd Vice President

Steve Jordon
Treasurer 
Josh Bucy
Secretary

TRUSTEES
Mary Bernier
Chris Christen
Henry Cordes
Scott Darling

Howard K. Marcus
Brian Norton
Hugh Reilly

Peggy Rupprecht
Joseph Weber

OMAHA PRESS CLUB STAFF
Executive Director
Steve Villamonte ...........opcdirector@gmail.com

Restaurant and Events Manager
Christine Villamonte ..... opcchristine@gmail.com

Administrative Manager
Jeanie Campbell ........................... jeaniec@opc.
omhcoxmail.com

Office ........................................ 402-345-8587
Restaurant ................................. 402-345-8008
Website .............................. omahapressclub.com

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
Sandra Tursi  ............................... Graphics Editor
Tom O’Connor .................................. Proofreader
Don Summerside ..............................Copy Editor

Submissions for the April issue are due 
on or before March 20.

WE’RE ONLINE! READ YOUR OPC NEWSLETTER AT OMAHAPRESSCLUB.COM

Hours of Operation
LUNCH
Monday - Friday
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

BAR
Tuesday - Saturday
4:30 p.m. to close

DINNER
Thursday - Saturday
5:30 p.m. to close

CANCELLATION POLICY: All reservations must be cancelled 48 HOURS in advance.

Are you looking for a perfect party setting? A lunch surrounded by brilliance?  
A dinner your guests will always remember? Keep the OPC in mind.

 

Ash Wednesday, March 6
Lenten fish specials begin
and continue on Fridays

Friday, March 8
Craft Beer Dinner

6 p.m. social, 6:30 p.m. dinner
$55 OPC members, $65 non-members

Saturday, March 16
St. Patrick’s Day Buffet

11:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
$15

Thursday, March 21
Noon Education Forum

“Henry Doorly Zoo: an Update”
Zoo Director Dennis Pate

Noon to 1 p.m.
Lunch begins at 11:30 a.m.

Open to the public -- cost $17

Thursday, April 11
Noon Education Forum

“Should Nebraskans
have voter IDs?”

Secretary of State Bob Evnen
Voter rights advocate John Cartier

Open to the public – cost $17

Saturday, April 13 
“Face on the Barroom Floor” 
Thomas and Aileen Warren 

5:30 p.m., reception; 6:30 p.m., 
dinner; 8 p.m.,

 roast 
$45 OPC members, $55 non-members

Easter Sunday, April 21
Buffet seatings

at 10 a.m., 12:30 p.m.

Friday, April 26
Scholarship and Awards Dinner

5:30 p.m. non-host social
6 p.m. dinner and awards

$35 OPC members and non-members


