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Creighton had an unforgettable Bluejay basketball season. The team’s inaugural campaign in the Big East Conference 
concluded with a third straight NCAA tournament appearance and with Coach Greg McDermott’s ’s son Doug, a three-time 
All-American, sweeping national Player-of-the-Year honors.

AA record-setting turnout of 600 moved the Face event from the OPC  restaurant to a party atmosphere at the Omar Arts & Events 
center,  where the honorees gave as good as they got during the roast that followed dinner.  Irreverence combined with 
admiration in the salute to the McDermotts’ four seasons at Creighton.

The Rev. Timothy Lannon, university president, set the tone with his opening announcement that sainthood had been proclaimed 
for “St. Dougie McBuckets” -- with one dissent, “the cardinal from Louisville.”  (Sports fans may recall that McDermott received 64 
of 65 votes for Associated Press Player of the Year.  A Louisville columnist voted for a Louisville player.)

BluejayBluejay Athletic Director Bruce Rasmussen, emcee for the festivities, said the Face on the Barroom Floor would not be an 
unfamiliar location for Coach Mac.  “His high school buddies in Cascade, Iowa, said he left his face on the floor a lot of nights at 
the Dagwoods Pub.”

Rasmussen recalled introducing the McDermotts four years ago as “the new head men’s basketball coach at Creighton 
University, Doug McDermott, and his dad, Greg.” That, he added, confirmed the definition of a good A.D. as “someone who sees 
things before they become obvious to others.”

Roaster JeRoaster Jeff Vanderloo, director of Creighton basketball operations, said finding fault with Doug in Bluejay Land was “like 
roasting Jesus in the Holy Land.”   “He has managed to make the men’s basketball job a part-time job” during golf season, 
Vandeloo said.   In rebuttal, Greg assessed Vanderloo’s coaching record at Sioux City East and said:  “They didn’t have 
cheerleaders; they had grief counselors.”

Roasters poked fun at hand warmers given to the team in response to Doug’s complaints about cold temperatures in 
CenturyLink Arena, his inability to grow facial hair and his alleged neglect of defense while leading the nation in scoring.

TTurning to Doug and his decision to play a full four years at Creighton, Vanderloo said:  “Why wouldn’t you like to play basketball 
here if you don’t have to play defense?”

Grant Gibbs, a sixth-year senior who was dubbed “Creighton’s elder statesman” by Rasmussen, had plenty of ammunition for his 
teammate and his coach. He promised to keep his remarks short, “but not as short as Coach Mac’s tenure at Iowa State.”   
When Gibbs turned to his celebrated teammate, he said, “Doug, you look like you’re asleep.  Did you just watch one of your 
bland interviews on ESPN?”

When it came time for rebuttals, Doug took note of GibbsWhen it came time for rebuttals, Doug took note of Gibbs’ long college career and said: “Dang! If I had six years, maybe I could 
have passed Pete Maravich (the all-time college scoring leader).”

Artist Jim Horan said he had a little trouble drawing Doug’s face for the Barroom Floor caricatures. “My model was a bobblehead 
doll.  And the doll   wouldn’t hold his head still.”   Horan’s drawing also pictures the honorees’ wife and mother, Theresa 
McDermott, with stacks of the Sports Illustrated magazines that featured Doug on the cover, as well as a background of Bluejay 
cheering sections.

Eyeballing the three McDermott caricatures, Doug joked:  “Thank God I got my momEyeballing the three McDermott caricatures, Doug joked:  “Thank God I got my mom’s looks, so there are at least two 
decent-looking faces on the drawing.”  Mayor Jean Stothert presented her first keys to the city to the McDermotts. Said 
Stothert:  “You’ve taught us about teamwork, about setting and achieving goals, about getting back up after disappointment, and 
about family --  the Creighton family, the Bluejay family and the McDermott family.”

Rasmussen joined in the praise with:  “Rasmussen joined in the praise with:  “We are very proud to not only have you be the Faces on the Barroom Floor but to be 
faces representing Creighton University and the city of Omaha.”   Summing up his time in Omaha, Doug McDermott said:    “I 
want to thank all of you here for making these last four years the best four years of my life.”   And from Greg McDermott:  “Our 
family has been in Omaha a short time, but it has become home very quickly. This is an unbelievable honor because of what this 
city and you folks mean to us.”


